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Diana Balkin played this hand well to earn her side a swing of 14 imps.
After a straightforward auction that was duplicated in both rooms, North
led the 3v. Diana made the first good decision to win the first trick and
played a low spade to the Jack. Imtiaz erred by ducking than that was 10
tricks for declarer. Had Imtiaz won the Qa, he needed to find the diamond
switch to beat the contract. Not easy.

In the other room declarer erred by ducking the first heart trick. This could
be the winning play if the South hand has both the A and Ke+. Ducking led
to an easy 3 down and -300. 14 imps to Rosslee.
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Avery aggressive game forcing 2NT bid by Chris Child sitting West should
have got her side to the reasonable 6 contract. Anton, East, recognised
the slam potential and made 2 slam tries. When Chris failed to cue bid
after either of these tries, he should have appreciated that her values must
be in spades and clubs. This should have pushed him to bid the slam.

In the other room, after West made the more normal invitational raise in
spades, slam was out of the picture and East bid 4a after North’s 3v
interference. South did not appreciate that North’s 3v bid may not be
based on values and doubled looking at A,Ke. This was not a success.
Both rooms made 13 tricks but +710 vs +1390 for 4 aX was worth 12 imps
to the Rosslee team. It is interesting to note that 7 a is as good a contract
as 6a. Both will need declarer finding the Qs after the standard Qv lead
on the bidding.
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N/S got into trouble on this hand when North competed with a free bid of
3a after his partner made a takeout double of 2v and West raised to 3.
This free of 3a typically shows a weak hand, maybe with some
distribution. With 10+ points, North must jump to show values. This made
the 4a bid by South unwise. Even though she had no aces, Chris Child
sitting West realised that her cards were well placed and doubled 4 a. This
would have gone 1 down but Greg felt his spades were sub-par and
corrected to 5« which was also doubled. This was 2 down for -500. In the
other room E/W got to 4H that went 1 down. 12 imps to the Kaprey team.
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This board was a very unlucky for the Rosslee team. After Jeff, in third
seat, opened with 2NT (20-21), Diana transferred to spades and then
made a quantitative 4NT bid. There was a misunderstanding and Jeff
answered blackwood. (I think he would have accepted a quantitative try
as well, holding a long side suit, good fit and sharp cards in the red suits).
6NT was an excellent spot beaten only by a 3-0 break in clubs with the
queen offside. In the other room after the same auction, West settled for
3NT which East converted to 4a which made easily (I think East should
have cue bid on the way to 4a because as little as 2 aces in the West
hand gives good play for 6a). 11 imps to Kaprey.

'Team #:  Name ' Total IMPs | Carry-over Pos.r Seg1l 7 Seg 2 Seg 3 7 Seg 4
IMPs IMPs IMPs IMPs
1 Kaprey 148.43 343 28 33 48 36

2 Rosslee 200 43 66 45 46
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The first big swing came on board 7. Imtiaz judged very well to pass 3v
even though he had 12 HCP’s. It looks as though he would have to drop
the Ke to make even 9 tricks. As though he could see through his
opponent’s cards, he did just that. A misdefence allowed him to make 10
tricks - +170. How did he manage to drop the singleton King? He knew
E/W had a good spade fit but East did not raise to 24 making it unlikely
that she would have the King of diamonds.

In the other room North bid to 4v on the same auction. This had no play
and went 2 off for -200 and 9 imps to Kaprey.
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6+ was reached at both tables on the above hand. This is a marginal slam
as it needs the spade finesse and there may be a second spade loser if
the suit breaks badly. Anton showed good technique when he left the
spade finesse till last and this resulted in North erring by switching to a
spade which located the queen easily for declarer. It looked like a straight
guess but 17 imps went to Kaprey when the spade finesse was taken the
wrong way in the other room.

Students of the game should note that if say you decide to play South for
the Qa, you should start with the King and then lead the Jack for the
finesse. This will pick up Q9XX in the South hand. Playing low to the 10
will not.
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With East on lead, it was natural to start off with the A+. Partner’s signal
(low encouraging) was difficult to read and diamonds were continued
which was fatal for the defence.
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With 13 HCP’s, Di Rosslee made the more normal 2+ game forcing bid
with the East hand. This led to West being declarer in 3NT. The normal
heart lead proved fatal and the defence took 3 diamond tricks, 1 spade
and 1 heart for +50 and 10 imps to Kaprey.
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An excellent 5a jump by Anton as East made it difficult for N/S to not bid
6v. With 2 aces missing there was no play. -50
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The timid 2a bid in this room did not paralyze N/S and they stopped easily
in 4v. +450 and 11 imps to Kaprey.

Kaprey had an excellent set and won this 16-board segment by a
whopping 58 imps. They were now the new leaders. With only 7 imps

separating the 2 teams, the match was open and with only 16 boards to
play, either team could win.



Final Segment

The first 6 boards were quiet but Kaprey won 7 imps in over and
undertricks. Was this a bad omen for the Rosslee team?
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Neither 4» nor 3NT should make but in 3NT, E/W blocked the club suit
and N/S took 9 tricks — 4 Spades, 2 Hearts and 3 Diamonds.

12 imps to Rosslee. Kaprey remained in the lead by 2 imps.
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Board 8 was a tricky 4 a from both declarer’s and defender’s perspective

The defence and declarer play at both tables were good and both
declarers emerged with 10 tricks for no swing. Well done.
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The vulnerable, 2™ seat, 3+ pre-empt on a threadbare 6 card suit with
playability in the majors got what it deserved. It went 2 down for -200. 2+
in the other room drifted one off for -100. This sent 7 imps to the Rosslee
team.

The lead had changed and Rosslee were now up by 4 imps

An overtrick imp went to Rosslee on board 10.
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Bidding with no high card points is usually not effective. East was
restrained when she just competed to 3+ with her 18 count. This went 1
down.

In the other room,

An effective weak jump response by Jeff Sapire in the North seat propelled
E/W too high. 4 v drifted 2 off. The 3-imp swing to Rosslee meant that they
were up by 10 imps.
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After a fairly standard auction, N/S reached a hopeless 3NT when the
hands did not combine well. This went 1 off for -100

In the other room, East showed 5+ of a minor and 4+ of a major over
North’s opening 1NT. The South hand, strangely did not compete at all
and she was right. 2+ by E/W went off 1 for +100 and 5 imps to the Kaprey
team.

Rosslee now up by 2 imps with 3 boards to go

Board 14 was played in 1NT by N/S in one room (down 1) and E/W in the
other (making 9 tricks). The Kaprey team gained 3 imps. New leaders by
1imp

Board 15 was a standard 3NT contract in both rooms. The Kaprey team
made 2 extra overtricks for 2 imps. Now up by 3 imps.

Board 16. Both teams bid to a normal 4 v contract and the match was over.
An overtrick imp went to Rosslee.
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A remarkable recovery by the Kaprey team in the 5" segment meant that

they will represent SA in the African Zonal championships and hopefully

later in the World bridge event in Denmark.

Very well done to Imtiaz Kaprey, Lorraine Weers, Chris Child and Anton
der Kinderen.

Bad luck to the losers, the Rosslee team Diana Balkin, Jeff Sapire, Greg
Hingle, Di Rosslee.

The Kaprey team have selected Di Rosslee and Greg Hingle to join them
in the African Zonal. We wish them lots of luck in that event.
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