
Minutes SABF Annual General Meeting 22 May 2025 at The Links 18.00 

 

Present: Jocelyn Ashberg, Bernard Donde, Diana Balkin, Carol Grunder, Roz Bernstein, Deidre 
Ingersent, Tas Nestoridis 

Apologies: Neil Macleod Michele Alexander Dalene Spenser Geoff Ellis 

Members: David Beinart, Glen Holman, Jill Rabie, Carol Stanton, Duncan Keet, Craig Gower, 
Peter Ward, James Grant, Ian Lowden, Sheila Francis, Robert Stephens 

The Meeting was opened by Diana Balkin stating that a quorum was present and delegates 
and members were welcomed. The President’s report was read by Jocelyn which included the 
reasons for Neil Macleod stepping down from the post as President.  

Matters Arising from President’s Report: The delegates and members were asked to vote 
whether the SABF should attempt to find a marketing specialist to assist the SABF in getting 
more players to become paid-up members. 11 were in favour of this on a show of hands. 
Jocelyn would remain as Acting President until the next SABF meeting to be held in July. All 
the Unions would receive an email requesting nominations for a new President, with the 
closing date for nominations as 12 June 2025. The nominations to be sent to 
diana@headcount.co.za.  

There were no other matters arising from the President’s report. 

The Treasurer’s report and budget for 2026 was read by Bernard. 

Matters Arising from the Treasurer’s Report: James Grant asked for the reasons why the 
deficit in 2023 was so high. Bernard explained that 18 overseas players were given R12,000 
each and the entry fee was $4000d per team. For this reason, no sponsorship for overseas 
players was allocated in 2024. 

Diana suggested that the WBF should again be asked for a reduction in the entry fee. Action: 
D Balkin 

The President’s and treasurer’s reports were accepted and seconded by Glen and Diana 

Tournaments 2025 and 2026 

It was agreed that the addition of the Mixed and No Fear Pairs events should be included in 
future Congresses. 2026 Congress would be hosted by WC, dates 12 – 19 April 2026 which 
may be changed. The 2025 format would be used in 2026. The InterUnion Medwin/Berkowitz 
dates have been fixed for 26/27 July 2025. The Mixed Teams will be held on 5-7 July. Both 
these events will be held online. 

Carol Stanton suggested that a Pro Am event would be popular. James stated that the 
responsibility of getting new players should be at Club level. The use of WhatsApp to Club 
Members, as done so successfully by Robert Stephens, should be a priority in encouraging 
players to play F2F at their Clubs. James said that this was feasible for WC and Gauteng, but 
not for the smaller unions. 



Masterpoints for online events  

There was a strong debate about whether Masterpoints can be awarded for unmonitored 
online events. Bernard was against this but members felt that it might be reasonable to offer 
red points for online events that are played on RealBridge where the risk of cheating is lower. 
Smaller unions, such as Southern Cape union, indicated that it was difficult for them  to find 
and pay for venues and monitors 

The delegates and members were in favour of each Union having One Red MP event per year 
on Realbridge where cameras and microphones would remain on with penalties for non-
compliance. 

Robert suggested a fresh start in a NEW Masterpoint system whilst still keeping the current 
system alive as a legacy. Michele Alexander has been investigating the Masterpoint system in 
other countries and will be tasked with developing this idea. Action: Michele Alexander 

TD Report 

Bernard advised of the successful TD seminars held recently at the links and online and 
requests the Clubs to contact him to provide hands and rulings so that they may hold 
simulation exercises for tournament directors at their clubs. Action Clubs 

Teaching Report 

Carol Stanton explained her online teaching methods for beginners and suggested a schedule 
for 1 year on ZOOM. Her plan is to have a face-to-face meeting at clubs during the week after 
the ZOOM meeting and Carol Grunder was happy to assist. This initiative needs to be 
expanded nationally.  

The SABF and the Unions would reimburse her for her valuable input. Carol requested that a 
responsible person from each Union would be put in place to do the administration. Carol will 
forward her proposal in writing. The delegates supported this initiative. Action: Carol Stanton 
Carol Grunder 

Fund Raising (on the agenda) was omitted 

Ethics and Disciplinary meeting 

Bernard presented his report on the Disciplinary Hearing of 2 players in Gauteng. The Appeal 
Committee judged that there were irregularities in the composition of the panel in the initial 
hearing and that the guilty verdict was reversed.  As a result, Bernard resigned from the Ethics 
Committee and indicated that members with legal knowledge should be appointed to take 
over this function. It was suggested that there should be a completely independent 
investigating committee and adjudicating committee. Mark Oliff and Brian Pincus have 
offered their services. Bernard requested that all the Unions should approach their members 
to recruit suitably qualified people to form this committee.  Jocelyn Ashberg tasked with the 
formation of the new ethics and disciplinary committee. ActIon: Unions Jocelyn Ashberg 

General 



James questioned why the Minutes of the SABF were not published. Bernard pointed out that 
all the minutes have been published on the Website under the tab ‘About us’.  

Members pointed out that the Emailing problems, though better, are still not 100% and 
perhaps emailing can be considered as a thing of the past. Suggested that SABF should start 
to implement communication through WhatsApp and that there would initially be a hybrid 
system of email and WhatsApp. 

David Beinart suggested that new players would be hard to come by unless the Clubs offered 
them something, e.g. certificates and acknowledgement as is being done by the WC. Glen 
offered to give his input of what the Western Cape is doing to other Unions. SABF to contact 
Glen Holman to discuss how to implement this idea. Action Bernard 

James Grant pointed out that he initiated an annual blue point race in 2024 that needs to be 
promoted. Action: Unions. 

 

Carol Grunder has agreed to take over the management of SAWBA Action Carol Grunder 

 

 

The Meeting adjourned at 20.00 

 

 


