
 
SABF Minutes 
 
Date: 15 January 2025 Zoom 17h00 
 
Present: N MaCleod D Balkin B Donde J Ashberg R Bernstein Tas Nestoridis Glynis Dornon 
Eric Marx Sheila Francis Geoff Ellis Barbara Crosby Linda Cambell Annalie Kachelhoffer 
Betty Ravenscroft Glen Holman Deirdre Ingersent Carol Grunder Delene Spencer  Peter 
Ward Duncan Craggs 
  

1. Welcome to members of the board and unions. This is the biannual meeting and 
includes delegates from the unions. Thank you to D Balkin for standing n as president.  

2. Confirmation of previous minutes and matters arising – no minutes available 
3. Appointment/ Voting for president of the SABF. There were no other nominations for 

president.  Neil Macleod is formally instated as the new President of the SABF 
4. Confirmation of Diana Balkin as secretary assisted by Tas Nestoridis - Confirmed 
5. Update on Emails and communication with members 

1. From James:  I met with Patrick over the holidays. We will move back to using 
Mailgun with the possibility of asking for our own ip address, but may also use 
local company to get us with another distributor who have so far rejected our 
application but given no reason 

2. Consider changing communication method to WhatsApp – mixed reaction to 
changing to whatsapp. Some believe emails are still a valid communication 
method. Maybe we should do both email and whatsapp. Will raise with James 
whether it is reasonable to go on whatsapp and email. Creating emails to 
smaller groups may be a solution to this problem. 

6. Tournament committee report – B Donde 
1. Trials – late change in decision to hold face-to-face – opinion of delegates? 

Diana - Opinions of people who do not play trials should not have any say. This 
matter should be raised at the AGM in May and delegates must consult with 
their members 

2. Congress – entries open 
3. Mixed teams dates changed 

7. Teaching report. Carol Stanton/ Duncan Keet report 
1. Sponsorship of supervised bridge PE bridge club 
2. 1 year free SABF membership for beginners offered 
3. Admin of beginners courses – SABF to discuss how to get more involved in the 

teaching courses. Unions need to provide support for beginners courses and 
offer tutoring for the face to face teaching after the online course.   

4. Books for beginners 
5. Teaching credentials – should SABF plan to accredit teachers 
6. WCBU levy for teaching – players who reside in the Western cape belong to the 

union. R100 levy will not only fund the teaching but will fund the western cape 
infrastructure. A letter will be sent to all members explaining the levy in full.  

8. Tournament director – set up of a new committee – B Donde Neil Hayward and Carol 
Stanton suggested for the committee. TD course with Waleed day before congress this 
year.  

9. Fundraising 
10. Other matters and General items 

1. Union membership Plett is not part of Western Cape 
2. Tournament director committee – 



1. Death of Sid Ismail 
2. Proposed new committee B Donde R Stephens L Sorensen.  Any 

suggestions from other unions 
1. Revision of supplementary rules 
2. Revision of convention control document 

Trials – Cost of running trials for unions – catering and monitors. Agreed to pay monitors R300 
per session 
 
Why do small unions have online red point events.  – will be on next agenda for the board. 
Coaching of monitors 
 
Taking over from James grant – do other people know his function and will they be able to take 
over when he is no longer able to do these functions.  
  
 


