
Agenda SABF meeting 23 June 2025 
Present: B Donde J Ashberg D Balkin T Nestoridis C Grunder G Ellis B Gertz R 
Bernstein G Dornon S Kaminer D Keet C Stanton S Izerel S Kaminer G Holman K 
Cruise L Campbell, R Stephens, M Oliff, D Keet, S Potgieter, C Stanton 
Apologies: P Ward D Spenser D Ingersent 
  
A quorum was present and meeting started at 17h00 

1. Election of President – Only SABF Committee present. Nominations were 
received from Western Cape (3), Gauteng (3), Southern Cape 
(2),  Northern Gauteng (1) for B Donde. The board members and 
delegates voted for B Donde to be the next President of SABF. Next 
presidential election will be in 2027 at the AGM. 

2. Treasurer Sharon Izerel appointed as treasurer. All delegates agreed to 
this appointment. There were no objections. B Donde and R Bernstein 
offered to help wherever possible 

3. Disciplinary committee. Legal people need to be on this committee. 
Mark Oliff and Brian Pincus have agreed to form this committee. An 
independent investigatory committee needs to be appointed. R 
Stephens, N Eber, C Bosenburg, L Stabell suggested as potential 
members of this committee. Action: Diana 

4. All Invitees present – Pro Am fundraiser for SA teams going to Denmark. 
Pro-am tournament planned for 3 August. Sharon Izerel has agreed to 
assist with this event. Rob Stephens suggested 18 players who have 
qualified for the world teams will be invited to attend. 2-hour 
tournament on BBO. Each pro will have a 45 minute discussion with their 
am following the tournament. Rob has offered to assist with the running 
of the tournament. Top 5 bidders will choose their pro from the full list. 
Bids are made public. There will be a minimum bid required to play with 
a pro. Auction for the top 5 players and a raffle for the remaining pros. 
Pros may try find their own Am’s.  Robert will put up R5000 prize for the 
tournament. Suggested to add additional players to the pro pool. Unions 
tasked with finding Am’s to play in the tournament. Minimum entry fee 
for am’s – suggested R300 Duncan suggested that minimum should be 
R500. Diana requests for volunteers to help in Western Cape – Shirley, 
Jocelyn, Glynis Geoff from Eastern Cape, Linda Campbell from KZN. 
Gauteng Sharon Izerel and Diana. Carol Grunder and Roz Bernstein will 
assist. Action: Diana and all unions 

5. Duncan Keet presented the basic organogram for SASCOC. SASCOC and 
DSAC at national level. At provincial level every province has a sport 
association. At district level each district has a sports council. 



Federations report to SASCOC. DSAC – department of sport and culture – 
gives each province funding for the federations. At district level there is 
a sport council. They help with transformation. Promotion of women is 
considered to be part of transformation. Organisations must be NPO’s 
with audited financials and constitutions. AGM must be held regularly. 
Annual club and membership audits. DCAS has a budget and will support 
federations with conditional grants, financial support for overseas 
players. Conditional Grants are offered for Administration Development 
Major Provincial Tournaments Congress Transformation Capacity 
Building Travel to International Events The federation needs to be in 
order regarding NPO status etc. 

Duncan has liaised with D Balkin to get this going in Gauteng. Hendriks must 
be contacted by D Balkin. Duncan can help with finding out who their contact 
is in the various provinces.  Action: All unions to get involved in getting 
support from SASCOC and DCAS 

6. Carol Stanton gave a presentation of her teaching program. 
Standardised teaching programme presented. Small clubs are being 
targeted. Method has proven to be very successful in Cape Town. Hands 
are played at the club and this can revitalise the clubs. 3 courses with 6 
lessons in each course. Initial course is mainly about bidding. 2nd course 
is given after a break where players can play for a while. This course 
deals with NT play, finessing, developing long suits, defence. 3rd course 
NT and Stayman transfers. On completion of the 18 lessons students can 
deal with about 60% of hands. Need to expand the programme on a 
national level. Have online theory followed by practical play at the club. 
SABF will cover Carol’s cost and need the clubs to then host the students 
and the club can determine the amount the students need to pay. The 
board agreed to cover the costs of Carol Stantons online teaching for 
affiliated clubs only. 
Clubs need to find the students. Each club has a course manager. Students 
will join the online lessons and then will go to the club the next day and 
play standardized hands under the mentorship of the course manager. 12 
hands played. Non-affiliated clubs may participate but they will be 
responsible for payment of the online teaching. 
All unions must be contacted and identify course managers. Diana will 
contact every union and they will supply names of clubs that are willing 
to participate in this venture.  Action: Diana, Carol Stanton, all unions to 
identify clubs that may be interested. 

7. Duncan Keet gave a presentation of their teaching program in Cape 
Town. 400 children in the program.  Did a road trip and engaged with 



principals of schools. Advantages of playing bridge were explained. 
Lessons were given during school time and not outside school hours. 
Carol Stanton contacted a JHB school who were keen on initiating a 
program. Action: Unions to become proactive in attempting to get 
bridge into the schools locally in their areas 

8. Unions encouraged to enter the Medwin and Berkowitz events 
  
Meeting closed at 18h50 
  
Next Meeting: 28 July 17h00 Teams. All participants at this meeting to be invited 
to discuss progress on the various items 
  
 


