
Minutes SABF Board MeeƟng 28 July 2025 

Present: B Donde J Ashberg D Balkin S Izerel D Ingersent D Spenser G Dornon G 
Ellis R Bernstein T Nestoridis C Grunder 

Apologies: None 

MaƩers arising from previous minutes 

1. Teaching program 10 September pupils will  
a. Have course managers and mentors been appointed for all unions  

i. Gauteng The Links  -Robert Mentor 
Deidre and BeƩy RavenscroŌ have to confirm 

ii. Free State Nobody prepared to do any mentoring or pupils 
iii. Eastern Cape currently no Union CommiƩee 
iv. Western Cape Carol sent emails to Annalie Barbara Neil 

Delene. Western cape 
v. Southern Cape – Peter Ward – Carol Grunder will contact 

him again. He needs to idenƟfy someone who will 
coordinate for him. PleƩenburg bay is very acƟve and 
should be encouraged to parƟcipate 

vi. Northern Gauteng – Suzanne Weide teaching at Pretoria 
club but does not send her pupils to play in the NGBU clubs  

vii. KZN Carol will communicate with KZN union to push them 
to start a teaching course. Linda Campbell is keen to help 
with this project. ACTION Carol 

viii. IdenƟfy clubs that are willing to parƟcipate – selected 
mentors can earn money by parƟcipaƟng 

2. SASCOC compliance. Carol Grunder has supplied SASCOC with all the 
relevant documentaƟon to ensure our compliance. Safe-guarding 
officer?  Western Cape has a safeguarding person appointed. Each union 
needs their own safeguarding officer. ACTION Tas 

3. SASCOC DCAS funding in provinces. Only Western Cape is acƟve in 
obtaining funding. None of the other provinces has iniƟated any aƩempt 
to get funding.  

a. Need to idenƟfy a Gauteng representaƟve who can deal with the 
DCAS representaƟve. This person has been idenƟfied by Duncan 
Keet – ACTION B Donde 

 



4. Southern Cape, KZN, Border Free State. These Unions have no 
representaƟon on the SABF board and need to be invited to meeƟngs 
 

5. Disciplinary CommiƩee. Brian Pincus has agreed to form this commiƩee. 
Mark Oliff and Doreen Harris have agreed to be on this commiƩee 
 
 

New MaƩers 
1. Uniforms for our representaƟve teams. Suggest black polo or  t-shirt with 

South African Emblem on leŌ side, with black pants or skirt. Country 
name should be embroidered on the back of the shirt.  

2. SubscripƟons 2026 
a. To debate charging a table fee in lieu of annual subscripƟon- no 

support for this idea from the commiƩee 
b. SubscripƟon fees for 2026 to be discussed. SubscripƟons are to 

remain at R250 per year but increases are expected for 2027 
c. Document to be drawn up to idenƟfy what services we offer our 

members. Teaching program, masterpoint rankings and 
cerƟficates. ACTION B Donde 

d. Every union should have 1 event per year that is sponsored by the 
SABF- it would include a meal and entry fee – to be implemented 
in 2026. Chairperson of each union to be contacted to organize 
this event ACTION Tas 

e. Eastern Cape to form a commiƩee which is a requirement. The 
unions can control the number of red point events and allocate 
them to the various clubs. Geoff Elliss has been allocaƟng the red 
point events for Eastern Cape. Eastern Cape has a problem with a 
single union event as the clubs are geographically far apart.  

f. Red point events – unions may have 4 red point events per year. 
Online events must be matched with a face-to-face event.  

3. Tournaments 
a. NaƟonwide Mixed teams November Realbridge online 
b. Congress arrangements 2026 are underway.  Venue selected, TD 

Waleed El Menyawi  has been appointed. Jocelyn will contact Neil 
as assistant director. Carol and Bernard may be assistants. 12-19 
April 2026 



4. Trials 2027 24-30 January 2027 and 7-13 February 2027 have been 
allocated on the current SABF calendar. Players have requested Trials to 
be held earlier. It was accepted and agreed to hold trials in October 2026 
from 5 Oct to 11 Oct Open and Women’s and 26 Oct to 1 Nov– Mixed 
and Seniors.  Format is Pairs 

5. Tournament director courses 
a. Max Brevin course in Poland. Approach Robert Stephens to go. Is 

he willing to direct major tournaments for SA. AcƟon Bernard 
b. ACBL online courses Approximately $125 per entrant. Carol 

Stanton, Neil Hayward and Bernard would be acceptable entrants 
Board agrees to sponsor this. ACTION Bernard 

6. Website – Board members to give comments and advice on how to 
improve the website. To view Australian website for ideas on how to 
develop the website. To discuss with Grant and Nicky Ewells how to 
develop the website. ACTION Bernard. Geoff Elliss will draw up some 
suggesƟons on how the website can be improved.  

7. Fundraising 
a. Pro-am tournament and raffle. Well done to Diana – entry form 

has been requested. To ask Robert to create form for the draw of 
pros. ACTION Bernard 

b. New iniƟaƟves – Michelle Alexander is away. Thus far there has 
been no fundraising iniƟaƟves for the SABF.   

8. Simultaneous pairs. Used to have worldwide simultaneous pairs. To 
invesƟgate if this opƟon is sƟll possible.  ACTION Diana to contact Anna 
Newton to see if this is sƟll ongoing. Diana/Tas to invesƟgate a local 
simultaneous 

9. Eligibility for entries to Medwin: Tournament commiƩee will make 
rulings for the Medwin. A decision is needed to determine which players 
belong to which Union 

10 Coaching for internaƟonal players. Diana to send leƩer to Duncan Keet 
congratulaƟng him on the effort he has made as captain of the mixed 
team. It was suggested that Top Players watch and send out comments 
on pracƟce matches. It was agreed to fund SA Team members coaching, 
R6000m per team. Bernard objected to full funding of coaching and 
recommended that the players pay the coaches some money and the 
SABF will supplement this. This objecƟon was not accepted by the board.  

11 Porƞolios 



a. Tournament commiƩee – B Donde J Ashberg D Ingersent Carol 
Grunder Roz Bernstein Diana Balkin 

b. NewsleƩers – Deirdre Ingersent.  
c. Ethics and disciplinary commiƩee – B Pincus D Harris M Oliff 
d. Teaching Carol Grunder Geoff Ellis 
e. SASCOC D Spenser 
f. Fundraising Michelle Alexander Diana Balkin 
g. Treasurer Sharon Izerel 
h. Eastern Cape representaƟve Glynis Dornon 
i. AdverƟsing and media not discussed 
j. Website commiƩee not discussed 

Next meeƟng: 8 September 17h00 


