
Editor’s Comment

We are now well into the month of April and Autumn is definitely upon us with the leaves 

on the trees all turning different shades of brown and many leaves lying on the ground.  It is time to 

remind our members that your affiliation fees should long ago have been paid up . . . Also please 

remember that even if you are only playing online events you are still obliged to pay affiliation fees 

as the SABF made all the arrangements for the clubs to provide this service for their members.  It 

is not a huge amount of money when one considers it is an annual payment.  In fact, if one looks at 

other sports, our affiliation fees are considerably less, and all sports are linked to provincial bodies 

and under the SA umbrella.  I realise I am writing to the converted as you have obviously joined up, 

so please pass the word around to others. 

 

Up to this point the SABF have been busy with SA Trials for our representative teams and now our 

next event is to play our chosen teams in the Zonals coming up in late April / early May. Again this 

will mean playing with devices at monitored centres.  It would be too expensive to expect the various 

African countries to all gather in one place to contest the Zonals and then the qualifying countries 

to send their teams to the world event.  As I am sure we are all aware with our Rand not faring well 

against most currencies, and the entry fees for our teams costing a lot, there is not enough money in 

the SABF kitty to fund individual players as regards air tickets, accommodation and living expenses.  

We wish our teams Good Luck for the Zonals and hope they make us proud! We know they will give 

it their best effort.  Before the Zonals there is a 2 day event called The All Africa Pairs which is to be 

played online using Real Bridge.  The dates are Friday April 25th and Saturday April 26th.  There is 

still time to enter and a poster with full details is displayed on the SABF website.  The SABF National 

Congress has not closed for entries yet either and more entries in all categories are welcomed.  The 

closing date is May 4th for the Pairs and the Teams.  Rob Stephens is happy to assist you in finding 

team mates if you are just a pair wishing to play in the Teams. This is face to face  bridge happening 

at The Links Bridge Centre in Johannesburg and I trust all Gautengers will take advantage of this 

opportunity to play many different players coming from all around the country.  We are all hoping for 

a good entry!  Events like this are fun and not just for the top players! 

 

Please contact me if you would like to write for the Newsletter or have something important bridgewise 

to share with others.  I can always run it up into an article myself!  My cellphone number is 082 4304140 

and my email dingersent51@gmail.com

 

Yours in bridge,

Deirdre Ingersent



ARIE RIDDERHOF, based in Port Alfred, dropped in recently to see  PAUL MARSTON and NEV in their 
club called Grand Slam Double Bay in Australia.

It is Paul Marston’s book ‘Introduction to Bridge’ and ‘ The Principles Of Card Play’ which are made available 
here in South Africa to our new beginners to the game.

 

What a lot of bridge players there are in their photo . . . And . . . 
What a lot of action at their Bridge Club there obviously is when you read their Double Bay timetable

Double Bay Timetable
     • Monday 9:30 am - Intermediate & supervised
    • Monday 1pm – open duplicate
    • Tuesday 10 am – open duplicate
    • Tuesday 7:15 pm – open duplicate (free parking in the street)
    • Wednesday 10 am – intermediate duplicate
    • Thursday 1 pm – open duplicate
    • Friday 10 am – supervised duplicate
    • Saturday 1:30 pm – fl ight A & B (bookings are necessary)

Everyone is welcome. Please call f irst if you need a partner.



The SABF are apologetic that an updated list has not been published recently and we acknowledge 

that not everyone is aware of how Master Points are earned.  Regular face to face Club Events 

award blue points to those members who finish high in their events.  There are many Red Point 

events held in the course of a year, several organised by the SABF, and others by the various 

regions.  These events can be face to face or online and are advertised on the SABF website. 

These events, e.g. The SABF National Congress, are considered more prestigious and award 

the red points.  Masterpoint requirements are listed on the Website and it is easy to track one’s 

personal score.

 

Masterpoint Promotions 

Congratulations to all the members below who have been promoted in the masterpoint ranks.

Grand Masters
Sharon Lang • Robert Sulcas • Leif-Erik Stabell

Gold life Masters
Peter Ward • Lotte Sorensen • Noah Apteker • Vanessa Armstrong • Mary Mutch

National Life Masters
Deirdre Ingersent • Joe V Tal • Val Taylor • Zela Stern • Jan East • Terry East • Ann-Marie Allen • Jean 
Hector • George Sion • Ann Murray • Carren Emary

Masterpoints

Master Points Ranks
Rank

Grandmaster

Gold Life Master

Premier Life Master

National Life Master

Life Master

National Master

Regional Master

Master

Local Master

Club Master

Total Points (Blue + Red)

2000

1600

1200

600

300

150

50

25

10

2

Red Points

1200

900

600

300

150



Life Masters

Madeline Joffe • Jimmie Potgieter • Janne Masojada • Christine Barker

National Masters

Ann-Marie Allen • May Kennelly • Jean Hector • George Sion • Delene Spencer • Ann Murray • Carren 

Emary • Theuns Goosen • Omphemetse Moedi • Joline du Toit • Jean Jordaan • Elsabe Ketteringham • Jane 

McMorran • Nicole Kellett • Saul Burman • Bill McAinsh

Regional Masters

Jan Hickey • Brenda Elkabir • Judy Spangenberg • Pamela James • Denise Hellman • Merle Feldman • 

Marjorie Mendoza • Julia Van Der Byl • Olga Van Loggerenberg • Hazel Scalabrino • Mandy Pitt • Diane Pegg 

• Judy Wulf • Jeanette Raubenheimer • Jean Watt • Mar De Villiers • Geoff Ellis • Jill Browning • Rosemary 

Mccausland • Jim Hatt • Lesley Gelden • Marcia Kriek • Pam Leppan • Catherine Aouate • Regine Wan Hoi •  

Ellie Yanko • Irene Hutchinson • Sandy Chessen • Lyn Staples • Colin Field • Lorraine Field • Anne van Dijk 

•  Roy Stephenson • Jennifer Adams • Liezel Hutton • Sharon Kahn •  Annalie Kachelhoffer • Lisa Harrison 

• Janet Forgan • Cathy Robinson • Mike Newport • Frankie Bradford • Mandy Reitz • Nora Simpson • Les 

Wood • Leigh Wade • Herman Malan • David Boyes • Nigel Bird • Amr Farrag • Ahmed Nayer • Brian Senior

Master

Ingrid Davidson • Jenny Gohl • Michelle Asbury • Susan Vincent • Arfa Fiachetti • Victoria Higgins • Ursula 

Le Roux • Danie Malan • Charl Van Der Merwe • Elaine Guinsberg • Carmen Logan • Margie Pienaar • Garth 

Harrison • Stuart Kellaway • Louise Van Viegen • Hilda Verster • Kobie Joubert • Karen Gillanders • Ginty 

Tagg • Di Hobson • Barrie Bowling • Elza Levitan • Monica Pickering • Wendy Pretorius • Irene Hutchinson 

• Tony Dal Maso • Anne Du Plessis • Chrissie Thorn • Lauren Dove • Gloria Lundie • Madeleine Willsher 

• Devan Chetty • Nick Stamatiadis • Gillia Norgarb • Simon Stocken • Jenny Borchardt • Jenty Webser • 

Welma Van Wyk • Hugh Herman • Mirry Fayman • Diane Lovell • Jeremy Lovell • Kim Hough • Andrew 

Robinson • Sandra Harris • Denise Lord • James Weisters • Jean Fynn • Nan Forrest • Chris Hazeldene • 

Liedy Coetzer • Marietjie Lategan • Stan Horwell • Stefanie Kemp • Wendy Rosser • Patrick Neary • Julie 

Cotton • Joline du Toit • Jean Jordaan • Elsabe Ketteringham • Jane McMorran • Nicole Kellett • Saul 

Burman • Bill McAinsh

Local Master

Sue Osborne • Sandi Dry • Sally Taliadoras • David Keijer • Stell Zagaretos • Vanessa Hickey • Eileen Wilton 

• Frankye Wollach • Bev Karon • Colleen Jonsson • Freda Kotze • Mariette Smith • Darian Jensen • Mary 

Schudel • Jean-Michel Arrignon • Annick Arrignon • Schoombi Van Den Heever • Alan Cook • Margaret 

Kotze • Elaine Marchant • Diana Bowling • Julie Whittaker • Shirley Edwards • Sharmin Stewart • Gertie 

Shorkend • Pearl Sprake • Estelle van der Walt • Sandy Maree • Di Harraway • Venecia Steiniger • Marius 

Fischer • Alistair Davidson • Liz Potgieter • Hilary Baak • Jean Stephenson • Chris Ellis • Welma Van Wyk 



• Joseph Rozowsky • Anita Venter • Johann Nel • Jeanette Baker • Pam McBride • Glen Dietrich • Sue 

Ray • Valerie Braby • Sue Andrews • Hannelie Greeff • Marja de Wet • Elmare Annatjie Gerber • Jacques 

Labuschagne • Mike Bellis • Ilde Joubert • Delene Lombard • Julie Pfister • Arauna Viljoen • Carol Boonzaier 

• Simon Haigh • Cheryl Webb • Greg Robinson • Lulu Kemp • Joanne Middleton • Denise Schonegevel • 

Moira Stadler • Gail OShea • Anne Allen • Vincent Blasl • Hendre Van der Walt • Aron Frankental • Jenny 

Frankental • David Cawdry • Lesley-Ann Lucas • Margie Nieuwenhuizen • Yvonne Robb • Norman Yarrow • 

Joy Howes • Michael Schneider • Gisela Smykalla • Carol Hudson • Marion Hayes • Roslyn Hulley-Miller • 

Shirley Nicholls • Chris Fortuin • Pat Betterton • Stephen Wilken • Bill McAinsh • Ferdie Preller • Daniel Uys 

• Maxwell Locketz • Dick Gillanders • Toni Ponting • Erna Lervik • Di Stokoe • John Grosskopf • Margie du 

Toit • Les Bownes • Sue Prior • Jill Paice • Barbar McCubbin • Bryan Strydom

Club Masters

Christilla Fleischhauer • Judy Lloyd • Lesley Holmes • Niki Gerber • Ian Clough • Jackie Clough • Vivienne 

Frame • Jimmy Deen • Annette Smith • Mike Cameron • Mari Steyn • Loraine Dalton • Alice Spence • Welma 

Van Wyk • Di Wade • Pauline Gelrubin • Gilbert Collins • Peter Wolf • Jeanette Baker • Angela Edy • Gisela 

Bloom • Karen Morkel • Colleen Russell • Barbara Mills • Michael Rapp • Berel Berman • Peter Haworth • 

Margaret Reid • Marion Glasstone • Darryl Brett • Marja de Wet • Jennifer Pomroy • Hazel Chivers • Elmare 

Maurin • Sanette Le Grange • Sisi Edmiston • Dorothy Ker-Fox • Sue Judd • Cheryl Burger • Mariana 

Human • Bobby Keal • Mary Kleinenberg • Jeanette Shea • Pierre Snyman • Amy Coetzer • Sue Scott • 

Esme Kellerman • Lorraine Wilson Jones • Peter Coombe • Heather Leemans • Gail Cousins • Bimpie 

Olivier • Sandra Hardie • Bev Gilson • Pam Beaumont • Priscilla Going v• Penny Terbrugge • Ludi Matthee 

• Margie Butland • Sue Tsitsikamma Elliott • Jenny Hart • Marion Hayes • Elmarie Maarschalk • John 

McCarthy • Sally Nienaber • Maureen Sands • Emily Brink • Debbie Bagg • Debbie Shean • Janet Carolin • 

Alan Sassoon • Jenny Selfe • Peggy Maggio • Walter Focke • Carl Malcomess • Jeanette Roscher • Heather 

Owen • Hildegard Naude • Ferdie Preller • Mike Hellmann • Peter Baker • Nick Reader • Gloria Robinson 

•  Annette Johnson • Hazel Jacobson • Beverly McDavid • June Orr • Adri Smithers • Kathy Hodgson • 

Alison Hughes • Maxwell Locketz • Shaun Savy • Mark Patterson • Tersia Patterson • Boo Janisch • Janine 

Candido • Berenice Kilfoil • Shelley Owen • Julie Coulson • Erna Lervik • Patricia Feldman • Jenny Vago • 

Jackie Crawford • Carole Hoole • Liliana Korwin-Kossakowski • George Roberts • Gillian Roberts • Pieter 

Gildenhuys • Sandra Lever • Rhona  Salkinder • Tony Popplestone • Rosemary Green • John Grosskopf 

• Theo van Diepen • Frank Colombo • Maureen Steyn • Alison Brink • Margaret Banks • Lynn Searle • 

Robyn Eidelman • Ronell Swanepoel • Margie du Toit • Marianne Godycki • Piet Strauss • Merilyn Lewis • 

Lynette Brown • Joyce Benson • Gavin O’Connell-Jones • Anita Dixon • Jayne Forbes • Robert  Winfield • 

Ken Strickland • Louanne  Proudfoot • Marius Pels • Natalie Hoff Karen • MacIntyre Suzy • Lumsden Len 

• Bracher Kenneth • McKenzie Barbara • Ehrmann Per • Klethagen Stig • Braaten Peter • Gray Philippe • 

Simon Jan • Chetwynd-Palmer •  Fran Teag • Rick Teagle • Helene van Zyl • Denzil Gouws • Wulf Ruesch 

• Karen Clarke • Inge Willers • Rayleen Ovsiowitz • Michelle Rubin • Jill Paice • Barbara McCubbin • Sheik 

Ebrahim • Dana Lieberman • June  Arderne • Alan Ritchie • Sally le Roux • Peter Yates • Diana Page



 “Well Done on securing sponsorship which so many areas find so difficult to do!”

Personal Trust continues to be a generous sponsor of bridge in the Southern Cape.
In the past 6 months they have sponsored the following three major tournaments.

	 • The Plett pairs won by Vernon Rice and Peter Ward.

	 • The Outeniqua Teams, an online tournament   run out of George was won by the  Bloom team.

	 • The League Celebration pairs tournament held in Knysna won by Di Klette and Annie Allen. 

A big thank you to Johann van der Westhuizen from Personal Trust for the R10000 prize money for each of 
these tournaments.

Also thank you to Brett Clark from Lomkor Insurance Brokers for the additional wine and pot plant prizes 
for the League Celebration tournament.

Congratulations to the Knysna sides for winning both the A and B league in the intertown tournament with 
George and Plett.

Submitted by Peter Ward

News from Knysna                         

Thank You to Imtiaz Kaprey for writing this report.  As a monitor myself at The Links 
venue, I felt they were not going to win the Final play off as they were so much 

behind. NOW READ ON WITH INTEREST . . .

Imtiaz Kaprey – Report of his experience in the Mixed Teams Trials (16-20 March):

I managed to put this team together in early March to participate in the Mixed Team Trials. An untried 

partnership of Chris Child (based in London) and Anton der Kinderen with Lorraine Weers and me.

It was five gruelling days of bridge; 216 boards and it really came down to the last few boards in the 

96-board final. Our opponents were Di Rosslee and Greg Hingle, a long-time steady partnership, with 

Jeff Sapire, one of the top bridge players and teachers in the country, and Diana Balkin who achieved 

colours in 2014.

I hadn’t realised how exciting it must have been for the kibitzers as the pendulum swung both ways 

and the margins were extremely tight. When I was doing a postmortem, especially on those last few 

boards, it dawned on me that the margins were extremely close as small imps were chucked by poor 

defence (including one mis-click) and one declarer play; while imps were gained by one fortuitous 

bidding decision by Lorraine.

Read on . . .



The last four boards – boards 13, 14, 15 and 16 – were indeed nail-biting, which I didn’t realise at 

the time. An overtrick or an undertrick could swing the match either way. Lorraine and I finished our 

segment 30 minutes before the final result came out.

At that point, we were able to see what the running scores were on Vu-Graph. After 12 boards, it was 

21 – 7 to the Rosslee team which meant they were effectively leading by 7.57 IMPS. It seemed unlikely 

that we would be able to overhaul them because there was nothing in those last four boards and I was 

consoling myself already.

But when the final score of segment 6 appeared on my laptop, I saw that we had lost the set by only 5 

IMPS. I cannot describe that feeling…first confusion, then excitement, then uncertainty. I shrieked that 

we won. Anton and Lorraine did not believe me, but I knew we had done it as we had a cumulative lead 

of 6.43 IMPS. With the 5 IMP loss in the final segment, it meant we had won by 1.43 IMPS!

It’s a crazy game – some decisions are close, and sometimes a pure guess, while others are more 

clearcut. But after so many boards, it’s not always easy to think clearly and, playing in a final, one does 

really strange things.

I can point to my opening free gift of 10 IMPS to the Rosslee team on the 2nd board of the final. All 

kudus to my team for hanging in there and having the resilience and steely nerves to fight back and win, 

especially as we were on the backfoot on Day One and then, losing segment 4 on Day Two, meant we 

were 51.57 IMPS behind. Segment 5 was really the turning point when we hit back hard with a 58 IMP 

win which meant we were now 6.43 IMPs ahead.

TIPS AND TRIVIA
Nobody can concentrate every second at the bridge table. What should be the point 
of maximum concentration?

ANSWER
Concentrate as hard as you can on the first trick. Study the dummy and replay the 
bidding mentally, and if you are not sure about it, ask for a review. Consider the suit 
led and any influencese available from the lead. Think about how many tricks each 
side seems likely to make. Is declarer likely to reach target? Or the defenders? Do 
not allow yourself to be hurried, and do not play until you are ready. If you are a 
defender in a duplicate game, you can ask to look again at the other cards if your 
card has not been turned.



Diana was born in a small town in Mpumalanga and was schooled at the Afrikaans medium 

high school.  After school she attended the University of the Witwatersrand.

She is married and has 3 sons and 6 grandchildren.  Her 3 sons and their families all live in 

Cape Town and the grandchildren range in age from 7 to 19.

 

Diana has been playing bridge since her early 30’s and has represented South Africa in the 

Womens Team 5 or so times and once at the Commonwealth Games. She served on the SABF 

Committee for about 15 years with 3 different Presidents before she retired from this for 6 

years.  However she was coerced by Bernard Donde, the current SABF Treasurer, and Neil 

McLeod, the current SABF President , to return to the job in December 2024.  Her knowledge 

and experience over the many years has already in just a few months turned out to be most 

useful!

 

Under hobbies Diana lists reading, walking, travel and knitting!  She enjoys reading a lot and 

tries to walk every day and says it is her favourite form of exercise.  Travelling has been a 

major part of her life and she explains she has seen a lot of the world.  After a bridge event in 

a foreign country, her husband Irvine would come to meet her, and together they would explore 

that place.  Also, she enjoys travelling with her sons and their children at least once a year.  

Knitting comes in the form of knitting squares for a charity, called ‘Warm The World’.

An accomplished lady!

 

 As told to Deirdre Ingersent

DIANA BALKIN - Secretary

Getting To Know Your SABF Committee

Here is a useful MNEMONIC from Craig Gower

It is RACE!

R - review the bidding!

A - analyse the lead ( what does the lead 

mean and pause before playing to it! )

C - counting ( count your winners and losers 

and also the opponents winners and losers )  

Shape comes into this too

E - earning the winners . . . and where extra 

tricks can be made



THE BRIDGE LOUNGE              by Jeff Sapire

The hand below, which I witnessed this last week, was yet another sensational example of what happens 
when freak hands with crazy distribution are dealt.

                                                     NORTH
                                                     S Jxxx
                                                     H xx
                                                     D xx
                                                     C K10xxx
                    WEST                                                          EAST   
                    S A10xxx                                                     S KQxx
                    H K10xxx                                                     H AQxxx
                    D K                                                              D 10x
                    C xx                                                             C Jx
                                                    SOUTH
                                                    S -
                                                    H J
                                                    D AQJxxxxx
                                                    C AQxx

East dealer; neither vulnerable

West       North       East        South       
                                1H            5D
5H          Pass          Pass        6D
Dbl         All pass

Opening lead: SA

There wasn’t much to the play. Declarer ruffed the spade lead, and not wanting to risk going to dummy with 
a club to take the trump finesse, she laid down the ace of diamonds. When the king fell, she drew a second 
trump and ran off the clubs, discarding her heart loser to make all 13 tricks – notching up a very satisfactory 
+1190. 

I was asked to comment on the bidding, and also on the choice of opening lead.

Dealing with the second issue first, I can find no fault with the lead, though it cost a doubled overtrick. If 
declarer was going to ruff anything, it was surely going to be a heart, and west could consider herself unlucky. 
(Of course, even 6D doubled making without the overtrick is bad enough – but we are trying to be as objective 
as possible).

As to the bidding; I found it quite difficult to point any fingers, despite the shocking result for east/west.

I guess some people wouldn’t jump to 5D on such a strong hand, but sometimes pre-empts can be based on 
good hands, especially when very shapely. It’s sort of ‘bidding what you think you might make.’
West’s 5H seems automatic, and when it swung around to south, in a sense she broke the rule of bidding 
again, but here it was surely the right action. It just doesn’t pay, mostly, to defend on hands like this. For all 
south knew, her opponents could have been cold for 5H, with 6D a cheap save.

Finally, what about west’s double? Well, from her viewpoint, it certainly sounded like south was ‘saving’ 
against 5H, so double seems reasonable. Obviously she couldn’t rely on any heart tricks (little did she know!), 
but with the ace of spades and the king of diamonds (which might make), plus a little something in partner’s 
hand, 6D looked to be going down.

Someone suggested that perhaps west should have continued to 6H (3 down assuming the defence get their 
spade ruff) for -500; cheap as against -1190. It would have been a big winning decision here, but I confess 
it’s not a bid I’d have seriously considered.

                                                                 



DARLING DAISY’S TIPS FOR BEGINNERS!

1.  OPEN YOUR LONGEST SUIT
During the bidding, a key objective is to select the best possible suit for trumps and of course 
you need to end up with as many trumps as possible.  You should open your longest suit 
always so partner knows it is, and if the bidding becomes competitive or partner is very weak, 
you might not get another chance to show your suit.

E.G. 
Spades 975432
Hearts AKQ10
Diamonds K3
Clubs 3

With this hand ALWAYS open 1 Spade, not 1 Heart.  It is irrelevant that your hearts are so 
much stronger than your spades.  What counts is the length rather than the strength.  If the 
opponents play high Clubs forcing you to ruff, you want to ruff with those little spades and not 
those high hearts.  

You also bid your longest suit first when you are making an overcall.  

2.  DON”T BID YOUR HAND TWICE
Once you have described your hand, you should usually shut up and let partner make the decisions.  
While it is true that your partner or the opponents may be in a contract that you do not fancy, this is 
no excuse for showing the same features twice.

E.G. Number 1
Spades 5
Hearts 75
Diamonds AQ107532
Clubs J84

If you open 3 Diamonds with 7 cards pre-emptive, and partner responds 3NT, you pass...  Do not 
worry that you only have a singleton spade or that you have a long suit.  Partner knows this from 
your bid.
 
E.G. Number 2
Spades AJ952
Hearts  Q
Diamonds AQ107
Clubs 742

You open 1 Spade, partner responds 1NT, you rebid 2 Diamonds and your partner now responds 2 
Hearts you pass.  You have already shown 5 spades and 4 ( possibly 5 ) diamonds, so partner will 
not be expecting many hearts.  She is not strong with a 1 NT response.

Another important point, if you make any sort of limit bid ( such as a 1NT opening or overcall), again 
the onus is on you to let partner take the decisions.  You have already shown your points.
 


