
Editor’s Comment

Hello there fellow bridge players! 

 

There is really not much to comment about in this Newsletter except I am sure you are all glad you enjoy 

bridge in this rather cold weather which you can do in nice warm conditions in a Bridge Centre (well at 

least at the two bridge clubs I play at in Benoni with a real log fire or The Links with air con heating), or in 

your own presumably heated home using a device like a laptop on an Ipad, rather than walking around 

a golf course with a chilly wind blowing in your face! Covid is still so much talked about, and it definitely 

was responsible for the demise of many bridge clubs, and yet it did see folk learning to play the game 

online. Evening bridge has died out altogether it seems with older bridge players not wanting to go out 

in the dark, so any workers who want to play are rather forced to play online. Social bridge played at 

home is still happening, but even more popular is social bridge using bbo. Also there are opportunities 

for players to join in when they don’t have a partner, either joining a table or solitaire or using a robot.  

As I have said before I believe bridge has to move forward with the times and recognise that there is a 

place for both face to face bridge and online. 

 

The SABF are pleased to announce that Bernard Donde is the new President!  Congratulations on your 

appointment and I believe bridge is lucky to have Bernard at the helm who, since retiring from work, 

has wholeheartedly thrown himself into learning how to run events and become a valuable Tournament 

Director. He comes with a wealth of experience about bridge not just in South Africa but worldwide. He 

has handed over the Treasurer’s position to Sharon Izerel who will be a useful addition to the SABF 

Committee. Welcome Sharon! We feel we are a strong committee well able to deal with South African 

bridge affairs. Please remember that none of the posts are paid, all work is done for the love of the 

game, so all subscription fees are used solely for the promotion of the game.  

 

If there is any aspect of bridge you would particularly like to read about in this Newsletter please do not 

hesitate to contact me, either via email dingersent51@gmail.com or on 082 4304140. Also I welcome 

any contributions about your personal bridge experiences or maybe perhaps some new Conventions 

you would like to share.  

Yours in bridge,

Deirdre Ingersent



OUR SOUTH AFRICAN TEAMS ARE OFF 
TO THE 47th WORLD NATIONAL BRIDGE 

CHAMPIONSHIPS VERY SHORTLY! 
 

Yes this is a big deal!  OUR CONGRATULATIONS to the following players who qualified for 
this prestigious event -

 
 OPEN    Craig Gower and Alon Apteker
               Robert Stephens and Noah Apteker
               Hennie Fick and Neville Eber
 
LADIES  Roz Bernstein and Sharon Lang
               Carol Stanton and Vanessa Armstrong
               Tas Nestoridis and Lotte Sorenson
 
MIXED    Imtiaz Kaprey and Lorraine Weers
               Anton der Kinderen and Chris Child
               Greg Hingle and Di Rosslee
 
Duncan Keet will be accompanying the teams, specifically as a non playing Captain for the Mixed team
Lotte is a first time South African representative. Well done on this achievement!  All teams have been 
busy practising and honing their playing systems. On paper, our Open Team would seem to have the 
best chance of doing well in the event as they are an experienced team combining youth with old hands!  
However we all know just how unpredictable bridge can be so GOOD LUCK to all our participants. May 
you enjoy the event, make new friends and learn from the experience!
 

So this is the 47th World National Bridge Championships being held from 20 - 31 August with the 
registration and opening ceremony happening on the 19 August. It is being held at a smart Congress 
Centre in Herning, Denmark.  Denmark have hosted large bridge events before so will know about all the 
organisation needed to run this kind of event. There are 4 Sections to it,  besides the 3 already mentioned 
there is a Seniors Event. There are 40 different countries attending and 7 of those have teams in all 4 
sections and USA have USA 1 with 4 teams and USA 2 with 4 teams!  South Africa are represented in 3 
Sections which is good in itself as several countries are only represented by one team.  Just to get there 
countries had to prove themselves in their particular Zonals, ours being Africa.  Other African countries 
who will be playing are Tunisia with 2 teams and Reunion, Morocco and Egypt with 1 team each. Each 
Section has 24 teams starting out.  So a big deal!  

I found their web site to be informative and helpful so hopefully many of us South African players will be 
interested to follow our teams. (www.worldbridge.org)

http://www.worldbridge.org


 
Two events were organised to help our players with the considerable amount of money needed to attend 
this event. Of course it goes without saying that as our Rand is so weak compared to almost everyone 
else’s currency, it will cost all our players a lot of personal money to participate. 
 
EVENT No 1
The SABF Pro-Am Fundraiser
This was a clever concept!  Basically amateur players were bidding for their preferred bridge tutor for 
the Morning 24 board bbo event with some players even exceeding the top bid mentioned! Eventually 26 
partnerships were established and with 12 rounds of 2 boards each against a good variety of opponents, 
a fun entertaining morning was had by all. 
Prizes were awarded as follows:
 
1st     Greg Hingle with Greg Beech  63.89%
2nd    Bernard Donde with Janne Masojada  62.85%
3rd     Anton der Kinderen with Karen Rothbart  60.42%
4th     Sharon Izerel with Carol Sifris  57.12% (a daughter as the tutor and her mother as the ‘pupil’)
5th     Robert Stephens and Jennifer Adams  56.25%
 
50.00% on the nail!  Vanessa Armstrong and Mark Oliff
 
After expenses, R22,000 was raised.
 
EVENT No 2
A large raffle was set up with very good prizes and tickets were sold at R100 per ticket.  
This raised about R60,000.

Thanks must be given to all the ticket sellers, the folk buying the tickets,and of course, a wide variety of 
generous sponsors who donated the prizes.   

Submitted by Deirdre Ingersent

 REPORT BACK on the MEDWIN / BERKOWITZ INTER UNION EVENT
 

This event which in the past was always held as a face to face event is now held online, using the Real 

Bridge format.  It is too expensive to travel these days so to encourage all Unions to submit teams 

it has been decided to play online and using a weekend only for the play. Six teams were entered in 

each section and a full round robin, i.e. 5 rounds of 18 board matches was used to give a fair result.  

Steady consistent play seemed to be the way to go! Thank you to Bernard Donde for producing 

Bulletins to accompany the event containing excellent hand analysis of many interesting boards.
 

Congratulations to the winners

MEDWIN SECTION    -   EASTERN CAPE  
Chris Castelein with Kevin Smith; Glynis Dornon with Dawn Palmer

 
BERKOWITZ SECTION   -   KWAZULU NATAL  

Linda Campbell with John Barlow; Diane Knowler with Wilf Sperryn



HENNIE FICK TRAVELS EAST!
 

No, Hennie, a well known S A representative player and renowned bridge tutor, did not go to Japan or 

China or India but came to Benoni Northerns Bridge Club and gave us 2 excellent Bridge Seminars. We 

are not an easy group to address as there were players of differing ability in our audience, from a new 

club player to those of us who enjoy playing the SA National Congress. We enjoyed two 3 hour bridge 

sessions for a minimal price and received comprehensive notes to take home. He has an easy lecturing 

style and is a charming character and all who attended were most impressed and went away with a new 

enthusiasm for bridge and a desire to improve on their level of play.

 

Seminar Number 1 talked about returning to basics and establishing a reliable bidding system understood 

by the partnership. Standard American is the system played in our club with no Precision style or Acol 

members at present. He said how important it is to take the guesswork out of bidding. Is game there or 

not? How many of us fail to bid game when it is there and frustratingly make the correct number of tricks 

for game . . . Or the opposite bid for game when a game is not there.  

Seminar Number 2 dealt with part score competitive bidding and the Take Out double and Advances 

from it. A little more advanced thinking for our new players but very welcome among those who like to 

consider themselves good club players.

 

Three points Hennie discussed will now be covered here.

 

1. OPENER’S REBIDS 

Hennie explained that opening in a suit at the one-level shows anywhere between 12 - 21 points. On his 

first rebid opener tries to clarify the strength of his hand as well as his shape. Responder should then 

be in a better position to steer the bidding to its proper conclusion.

On the rebid opener generally considers whether the hand is:

MINIMUM  12 - 15 points.  Minimum hands make minimum non-jump rebids.  If responder is known to 

be weak, having bid 1 NT or made a simple raise of partner’s suit, then opener may pass.



MEDIUM  16 - 18 points.  Invite game.  Jumping to the 3 level in a suit that has already been called is 

invitational, e.g. 1H - 1S, 3 S or 1H - 1S, 3H.  However if you are only changing suit do not jump - a 

jump shows maximum. 

MAXIMUM  19 - 21 points.  Expect game.  The jump rebid in NT e.g. 1C - 1H, 2NT shows 18 - 19 points 

and is highly invitational but not forcing.  Otherwise opener with 19+ makes either a game rebid e.g. 

1C - 1H , 4H, a jump shift e.g. 1D - 1 H, 3 C to force to game or a reverse bid e.g. 1C - 1S, 2H which is 

at least forcing up to 2NT.

 

2.  PART SCORE COMPETITIVE BIDDING

When the opposition bidding dies out early, should you pass out and defend or should you get back into 

the auction.

Hennie talked about the 3 over 2 Rule. If the opponents bid and raised a suit and stopped at the two 

level, be quick to bid in the pass out seat. When they have a trump fit and about half of the total points, 

they can usually score 8 tricks. But here’s the thing, if they have only about half of the total points, 

then your side does too! If they have a trump fit, your side does too (almost always). Then it is good to 

dislodge them from the two level and push them to greater danger at the 3 level.

He went on to the probabilities of the 3 over 2 Rule

a) You let them play at the 2 level  -110

b)  You bid at the 3 level and make  +110

c)  You bid at the 3 level and fail  -50 / -100

d)  They bid at the 3 level and fail  +50 / +100

e)  They bid to the 3 level and make  -140

You would gain in b), c) and d) and in a) and e) break even. Occasionally you would get doubled and 

go down for a large number if you gauge it wrong but this only happens now and again as average club 

players rarely double for penalties below game level!

 

3 over 3 Rule

At the 3 level with 8 trumps for your side, pass and defend.

With 9 trumps for your side bid 3 over 3

 

3.  THE TAKE OUT DOUBLE AND ADVANCES

The overcall is used when you want to compete and you have a suit to show partner. If not, and you 

want to compete,  use the take out double. This says partner I want to compete but you choose the suit.  

The opposing partnership has bid either one or two suits,  and it is either the doubler’s first or second 

turn to bid. You, the take out doubler, need support for all of the unbid suits, ideally 4 card support, 



especially in the unbid major suit (s) and at least the strength of an opening bid. The 4 4 4 1 hand is 

ideal when the 1 is the opposing partership’s suit.

A takeout double is forcing and asks advancer to bid a suit. Assuming no interference from the opponents 

Hennie recommended the following:

0 - 8 total points  Advancer bids a 4 card or longer unbid major suit at the cheapest level.  With no major 

suit, advancer bids a 4 card or longer unbid minor suit.

9 - 11 total points  Advancer jumps in a 4 card major to the 2 level and with a 5 card major to the 3 level.  

Make a distinction between 4 and 5 card support as a 5 card trump suit will play a trick better than a 4 

card trump suit. 

12 or more total points  Advancer jumps to a game in a suit when he is confident that it is the correct 

place to play.

Cue Bid  Advancer can use the cue bid when he is uncertain of the best place to play.  This can be done 

with a hand which is at least invitational and has two possible places to play. 

NT ADVANCES

bid 1 NT with 7 - 10 HCP and at least one stopper in opponents bid suit

bid 2NT with 11 - 12 HCP and at least one stopper in opponents bid suit

bid 3NT with 13 HCP or more and at least one stopper in opponents bid suit

 

We had 27 pages of notes so I can only mention some of the very best bits!  All pages were  good!

Submitted by Deirdre Ingersent



NEWS FROM THE WESTERN CAPE BRIDGE UNION
 Learner Bridge Players
The last year has been a great success with growing the bridge playing community in Cape Town. Carol 

Stanton has been doing a blended teaching programme for beginners - online theory followed by face-

to-face application at the bridge clubs. Because of the success of this WCBU initiative, it has now been 

adopted nationally.

At Keurboom Bridge Club, there is a learner section on all three mornings alongside the main section. 

Carol’s pupils are on Mondays following their online theory lessons, while our TD, Neil Hayward, also has 

a nursery section on Wednesday and Thursday mornings which he supervises alongside TD’ing in the 

main section. For intermediate players, also at Keurboom, Diniar Minwalla discusses different aspects 

of bridge for 15-20 minutes prior to the game on Monday and Thursday mornings. Lara Woznica’s 

large group of beginner pupils are very keen and attend bridge sessions at the Bridge Centre two or 

three times a week. There is a beginner session on Tuesday mornings, as well as a nursery section on 

Saturday afternoons - with Carol and Lara’s involvement. Several of last year’s beginners have, this 

year, progressed into the B section which is very gratifying. There are also WCBU Pro-Am competitions 

every few months where more experienced players pair up with the learner players for a session’s 

bridge. The next Pro-Am will take place on Sunday morning 14th September at the Bridge Centre, 

Green Point. Glen Holman will discuss some of the hands after the playing session.

Over and above what is happening at the clubs, the WCBU supports an outreach bridge learning 

programme, mainly for Primary School learners, in the less privileged schools in Bonteheuwel. Duncan 

Keet, Imtiaz Kaprey and Stephen McBride are driving this initiative and spend many hours training teachers 

to maintain this programme on a regular basis across a number of schools. This, too, is very successful 

and those children who 

have progressed faster 

than others also had the 

opportunity to participate in 

a tournament amongst their 

schools at the end of the 

Pro-Am Learners with teacher 
Lara Woznica (left seated)



2nd Term. Even though a WCBU initiative, there is Government structured support from DCAS, WCPSC 

& CTSC as well as support from the many school representatives and parents.

 

*** NEW . . . Social Media ***
Over and above the WCBU website and the monthly newsletters, there are further news items, photos 

and communication on the following social media sites:

Facebook: The Western Cape Bridge Union

Instagram: wcbridgeunion

 

Western Cape Pairs
This Red Point tournament is one of the prestigious top-level events that the WCBU hosts. It is taking 

place face-to-face at the Bridge Centre, Green Point, on 6/7 September. Details can be found in the 

News section of the WCBU website – www.wcbridge.co.za

 

Quiz Afternoon – Fund-raising Initiative
In order to financially assist our SA bridge players who are travelling to Denmark in August to participate 

in the World Bridge Tournament, one of the fund-raising initiatives was a Quiz Afternoon that was held 

at the Bridge Centre on Sunday 6th July. Family and friends, bridge players and non-bridge players, all 

enjoyed a fun afternoon on a cold winter’s day. It was organised by Duncan Keet, Carol Stanton and 

Imtiaz Kaprey.

Submitted by Shirley Kaminer 

SIX SILLY TRIVIAL BRIDGE FACTS (or maybe not so silly!)
 
1.  Bridge is played by over 220 million people worldwide and it is one of the world’s most 
popular card games. UNO, however, is the Number One card game in the world!
 
2.  What do you think is the average age of people who play bridge?  In the survey sample used 
with the respondent’s ages ranging from 19 - 91, the average age worked out at 68.7 years.  4.5% 
of the respondents were aged 19 - 50,  43.5% were 51 - 70 years and 52% were aged 71 and older.
 
3.  Research has shown that regular bridge playing improves reasoning skills and both long and 
short term memory.
 
4.  Furthermore a study carried out by the University of California found that bridge also 
measurably strengthens the immune system.
 
5.  Bridge is the only game that does not yet have a computer that can beat the top experts.
 
6.  It is unlikely that with random deals you will encounter two same boards in your lifetime as 

with 52 cards at stake there are so many permutations.  
 

http://www.wcbridge.co.za


THE BRIDGE LOUNGE              by Jeff Sapire

Ely Culbertson, it is said, single-handedly popularized Contract Bridge. In 1931 he sealed his reputation as 

the foremost expert on the game when he and his wife, Josephine, defeated Sidney Lenz and Oswald Jaocby 

in a highly publicized match. He once remarked (perhaps partly tongue-in-cheek) that ‘mathematicians make 

lousy bridge players’, presumably because they tend to get so involved in the percentages that they fail to 

see the wood for trees in many situations. Nevertheless, a sound knowledge of the odds and percentages is 

vital, and every top player is familiar with the more frequent ones. Today’s declarer would have done better 

had he have known just a little more about the subject.

 

South dealer, neither Vul             NORTH
                                                     S 6542

                                                     H 102

                                                     D AK74

                                                     C 963

                   WEST                                                         EAST  

                   S QJ109                                                     S 83

                   H J96                                                          H A875

                   D 9652                                                        D J108

                   C 85                                                            C KJ107

                                                   SOUTH    

                                                   S AK7

                                                   H KQ43

                                                   D Q3

                                                   C AQ42

 

3NT by South                       Opening lead: SQ

 

Declarer ducked the opening lead and won the continuation. He could count two spades and three diamonds 

for sure, but the entry situation looked bad. With only one convenient entry to dummy he could not lead hearts 

twice towards his K-Q, so he tried to develop three tricks in clubs. He started by playing a low cub from hand, 

which was won by east, who switched to the jack of diamonds. South took the queen and continued with a 

high heart, which east won to continue diamonds. Declarer won in dummy, cashed the other high diamond, 

and finessed the queen of clubs. Things were now looking a lot rosier, but when west discarded on the ace 

of clubs, declarer’s hopes were dashed. He finished up with two spades, one heart, three diamonds and two 

clubs – with a ninth trick nowhere to be found.

 

Declarer had to assume that the club finesse was going to work, but the best chance for a ninth trick was to 

play west for the jack of hearts. If South leads a low heart from hand at trick two, he makes two heart tricks 

whenever west holds the jack. Later he can finesse the club after cashing the three top diamonds.

 

As both lines of play need the club finesse, it’s simply a matter of which approach is more likely to get an extra 

trick. The heart jack will be on the left half the time – a 50% shot, while the clubs will break exactly 3-3 only 

36% of the time. So the recommended line is far superior.



3NT LEAD PROBLEM

Peter Ward and I played a friendly teams game today and this hand popped up:

This is Peter’s hand and the bidding went as shown:

2H is asking for a stopper which West indicated by bidding 3NT.

 

What is your lead? …

 

At the table Peter led the hA. I believe this is the correct lead with the dA as an entry. Partner is unlikely 

to have an entry and playing the A has the added benefit of catching the lone K when West tried his luck 

with 3NT holding the bare K…

 

And Peter struck gold when declarer dropped the K. Partner carefully unblocked his hearts and Peter 

could cash the first 7 tricks. 3NT was 3 off.

 

On the traditional 4th highest lead, 3NT makes 10 tricks so a lot rode on that lead.

 

Well done partner!

 

The 4 hands were:



Submitted by Paul Inbona  

KEEP THINKING

Throughout the play out of a hand consider always where the opponents cards are.  Even little spot 

cards can be important, especially in a NT contract.

 

SEQUENCE OF CARDS

For Example Q J 10 is more valuable than Q J x.  In NT a high sequence of 3 can be a valuable lead 

e.g. K Q J x 

 

KNOW YOUR CONVENTIONS

An obvious point maybe but one often neglected by average club players. It is important to play 

conventions that both you and your partner know and are happy with.  If playing with a different partner 

a KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid) system should be used!

 Submitted by Deirdre Ingersent 


