
Editor’s Comment

So 2025 has started with a bang and already the first month has slipped by!  They say 

time goes by faster when you are older and most of us playing bridge are in that category!  It would 

be so nice to see younger players in our various clubs.  In the UK there are definitely younger ones 

playing the game but sadly in South Africa they are a rare breed!

January was a quiet month as regards big events and February appears to have only the SA Trials 

scheduled. The closing date for the Open and Ladies categories is only 14th February so still a 

chance to get a team together!  The Open has 3 teams so far - with Gauteng and Western Province 

providing the players!  The Women’s Category has 5 teams at present.  The events are organised on 

a round robin basis so for up and coming players it is definitely a good opportunity to test yourself 

against more experienced campaigners!  

 

If you feel you are not quite of that standard yet, there are soon area events coming up so this time 

should be a chance for your partnership to really get to grips with your system! 

Perhaps you need to brush up on conventions, or introduce some new elements to your bidding. I 

notice that top players regularly use time after a playing session to analyse what happened with the 

various boards and I think this is something we average club standard players could easily adopt. 

There are books to consult or use bbo to seek out new things or even Google on your cellphone is a 

good source of information.  Make this the year where you get maximum enjoyment out of your bridge 

. . . And hopefully better results should follow along! 

 

The start of a year is also the time to be paying your SABF and Union fees and any club subscriptions 

you have.  Please contact Bernard Donde the SABF Treasurer on 082 5747387 or enquire at your 

face to face club. The SABF fees are R250 for the whole year and if you think what you can buy 

for R250 these days ( maybe one meal out at a restaurant?) you will soon realise what good value 

for money it is.  Let us not chase you . . . rather you do us the courtesy of paying up timeously and 

reminding your friends to do so too.  

Email continues to be a troublesome 

area for the SABF so please feel free 

to contact the SABF if you still have a 

problem.  I use gmail myself and this 

seems to work well.  

 

Happy Bridging!

“What is the age range of bridge players?”

Anywhere from 10 - 100, a range that no other 
game or sport can match. Several children have 
been very competent at the age of 9, and Life 
Masters at the age of 11. An English lady,  Mrs.
Chadwick, was playing tournament bridge 
regularly at the age of 101.



Before we start on advertising for new interested parties in regards to the “Once A Month BBO Teams - Edition 

21”, a quick congratulations on our Edition 20 winners. Team OASIB under the captaincy of Imtiaz Kaprey 

winner the A Section (and quite handsomely actually), with KENYA in 2nd. In the B Section - Team HARWIL 

took the 1st place honours & could not be touched winning 9 out of 9 matches, well done Harold Wilensky 

& team, excellent performance. 2nd position was very tightly contested, with KNYSNA, who secured a very 

impressive final match win, to just push their noses ahead of the chasing competition.

 

Wow, crazy to think it, but this competition has been running, (through BBO) for a full 10 years now !! 

Amazing !!

 

So if you’ve ever thought “Teams” is worth a go, if you’ve ever heard people saying,”Teams is the purest form 

of the game”, well they are right, and must indeed tell you playing in Teams Events is something you must 

not miss out on.

 

So this Once a Month BBO Event is the perfect launching place for your 1st ever Teams experience. The 

competition is “FREE”, that’s right, all matches 100% Free. It’s social and easy going and does offer complete 

flexibility if you ever have to reschedule a match.

 

What is needed is 3 like minded friends who feel the same way, who can give up one Thursday night a month, 

(which by the fixtures is the 2nd Thursday each month), and if you are fitting this profile then please do not 

hesitate to email or whatsapp the author of this article.

 

In fact if you are only a “pair” then sure, no problem 

email me too and if I can sort things out and find 

another pair out there of matching abilities, then 

perfect and will indeed enter you into Edition 21.

 

Any question, no matter what, please do not hesitate to 

pop me a whatsapp or email, with phone calls perfect 

as well. We really do want to see this competition 

growing and really are hoping to see newbies joining.

Submitted by

Duncan Craggs

ONCE A MONTH BBO TEAMS - EDITION 21



Once upon a time in the small town of Meadowbrook, there was a group of four friends 
named Emily, James, Sarah, and Thomas. They were avid card game enthusiasts and loved 
to gather at the local community centre every Sunday afternoon to play their favourite card 
game, Bridge.

Bridge was a game of strategy and partnership, requiring players to work together to outsmart 
their opponents. Emily and James were known for their exceptional memory and analytical 
skills, while Sarah and Thomas had a keen sense of intuition and communication.

On a sunny Sunday, the four friends arrived at the community centre, full of excitement and 
anticipation for their weekly Bridge game. As they settled around the table, Emily shuffled 
the deck of cards, and the game began.

Emily and James formed one partnership, while Sarah and Thomas became the other. They 
dealt the cards, and the bidding phase began, where the players made a series of bids to 
determine the contract for the hand.

Throughout the game, tension ran high as each player carefully studied their hands, trying 
to decipher their partner’s intentions and devise a winning strategy. Emily’s sharp memory 
allowed her to recall the cards played, giving her a significant advantage in making accurate 
predictions.

Sarah and Thomas, on the other hand, had an uncanny ability to understand each other’s 
subtle cues and gestures. They communicated through a series of nods, winks, and even 
the occasional tap of the foot, which often left their opponents baffled.

As the game progressed, the friends engaged in friendly banter and laughter, but their 
focus never wavered. They played each hand with precision and finesse, always striving to 
outmanoeuvre their opponents.

The spectators, who had gathered around the table, marvelled at the skill and synergy 
displayed by the two partnerships. The game was a spectacle of brilliant moves, clever 
bluffs, and strategic partnerships.

As the final hand approached, the score was neck and neck. Emily and James were 
determined to maintain their lead, while Sarah and Thomas were equally determined to 
stage a comeback. The tension in the room was palpable.

With a final bid and a deep breath, the last hand was played. The room fell silent as the cards 
were revealed one by one. The players calculated their points, and the score was tallied.

What AI.....(a buzz word of our times!) came up 
with when Iam Lowdon from Benoni Northerns asked 

it for a bridge story



In a stunning twist of fate, Sarah and Thomas emerged victorious, winning the game by a 
slim margin. The room erupted in applause and cheers. It was a hard-fought battle, and both 
teams had played their hearts out.

As they collected their cards and prepared to leave, the friends congratulated each other 
on an exhilarating game. They realized that Bridge was more than just a card game - it had 
brought them closer together, testing their skills, and fostering a deep bond of friendship.

From that day forward, the Bridge game at the Meadowbrook Community Centre became 
legendary. People from all over town flocked to watch the intense battles and learn from the 
talented players. Emily, James, Sarah, and Thomas continued to play and inspire others with 
their exceptional skills and unwavering camaraderie.

And so, the legacy of Bridge in Meadowbrook lived on, reminding everyone that true victory 
lies not only in winning a game but also in the enduring friendships forged along the way.

“Who invented the first 
duplicate bridge movement, 
and what is it?”
 
 John Templeton Mitchell 
of Chicago, a Scotsman, 
was known as the ‘Father 
of Duplicate Whist’, and he 
wrote the first book on the 
subject in 1892.  His Mitchell 
movement, in which East - 
West players move up and 
the boards move down, is still 
standard in tournaments. 

Point of further interest 
-  The Links Bridge Club 
in Johannesburg uses this 
system! 



IMPORTANT BASIC TIPS FOR ALL.
It’s imperative to describe your hand accurately on your first two bids as follows:
This applies to both opening bidder and responder.

1d....1h  1s = 12 to 14 (4d or more + 4s)
1d....1h  1nt = 12 to 14 (5d + 4c)
2d = 12 to 14 (5+) diamonds
2h = 4h support 12 to 14
3h = 4h support 15 to 17
4h = 4h support 18 to 19g
1d....1h 2s reverse 17 plus at least 5d + 4 spade
Rebid of 2nt = 18/19
Rebid of 3 clubs strong hand (15+) or distributional 
Rebid of 3 nt = solid 6 or 7 card diamond suit.
Responder must either pass, make weak bid, invitational bid or game bid or 
slam try as follows
1d....1nt = 6 to 10
1d....2c =  4+ club suit 11+ forcing for one round
1d....2d = 6 to 9....4 card support
1d....3d 10/11 invitational
1d....2nt 11/12 inviational
1d....3nt 13/15
1d....4nt slam try....key card blackwood.

The above is imperative to reach your correct spot
Happy Bridging 

from Irene or sunrene2 (BBO)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFYOj5hbrTI 
Submitted by Ian Lowdon, a keen Benoni Northerns member

Irene is one of SA’s top lady players and currently tutors both face to face and on BBO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFYOj5hbrTI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFYOj5hbrTI


BERNARD DONDE is the current Treasurer

Getting To Know Your SABF Committee

I was introduced to bridge aged 12 years 

by my parents who played social bridge 

regularly. I was immediately captivated and 

entranced by the game and for the next 2 

years I read 2 bridge books from back to 

front many times. One was on Goren and 

one on Acol. I now have a large library of 

bridge books. Not a day goes by without me 

reading a chapter from one of my books.

In the beginning, I occasionally played 

‘family bridge’ but my 2 sisters (who now 

play bridge regularly) were resistant and 

had to be bribed to join in the game. After 

a couple of years of mainly reading bridge, I was keen to start playing and I got together with 

4 school friends and we used to bunk physical education periods to play until we got caught 

and had to run across the field 5 times as a punishment. This prompted my good friend, Leon 

Boolkin, who unfortunately passed away in 2000, to push me to start playing tournament bridge 

at the age of 14. We were the youngest players by far and were named ‘the boys’. This name 

stuck until we were over 40 years old. I had a very successful partnership with Leon and we 

played together for more than 25 years until his death. Once I was introduced to tournament 

bridge, I never again played casual or rubber bridge. The added dimensions of competitive 

bridge made rubber bridge seem boring and pointless.

I have never had bridge lessons but 2 people influenced my game significantly. Hymie Osie, 

who emigrated to Australia, took Leon and I under his wing while we were still adolescents. He 

freely gave up his time and regularly offered advice. One of the most important things he taught 

me was “Do not steal – it’s not nice”. What did that mean in bridge terms? He meant that when 

you do bad things and get good results, you should feel ashamed and embarrassed. Now, I 

would rather go down in a good slam, than make a slam requiring 3 finesses and a trump break. 

Gordon Driver had an important influence on our game. He forbade the use of blackwood for 

slam bidding especially when minor suits were agreed. This had the effect of improving our 

judgement and the demonstrated the value of a 4NT bid to show further slam interest. This 



proved to be a significant asset in improving our judgement. The second important thing he 

taught us was that most bridge decisions are 60-40 propositions. Most of the time, the correct 

bid will work only 60% of the time and the incorrect bid will work 40% of the time. This is what 

makes bridge so fascinating because unlike games such as chess or draughts, it is often not 

clear when you have made a blunder and it requires honesty and deep insight to fully analyse 

a hand.

I love winning at bridge and this led me to the conclusion that there are only 2 position you 

can achieve – first and last. When I came tied first on one occasion, I was forced to say that I 

came last because tied first is not first. My other thought on winning is that it is only marginally 

better than coming last.  

Over the course of my bridge career, I have had only a handful of partners. I most enjoy playing 

with partners with whom I have firm understandings and casual partnerships are not for me. 

With all my partners we had respect for each other. Once respect is lost, the partnership is 

over. When something goes wrong on a hand, don’t ask your partner why he did something 

that you consider stupid (eg. ‘Why didn’t you give me a ruff?’). Rather ask, ‘Was there anything 

I could had done to prevent you making that mistake?”

I have now retired from my profession as a Radiation Oncologist after more than 40 years of 

practice. Prospective employers always asked me if bridge would interfere with my professional 

duties. I always answered that bridge was just a hobby but I’m not sure if that was completely 

honest. Now that I have retired, my goal is to give back to the game that has given me so 

much pleasure over the years. Currently, I am the SABF treasurer and am involved in various 

committees on the SABF such as the ethics/disciplinary, tournament and editorial committees. 

I am also the secretary of the Gauteng Bridge union. I have turned my attention to tournament 

directing as there is a dire shortage of qualified directors in South Africa. I hope to learn the 

ins and outs of the Laws of Duplicate bridge which are quite complex and sometimes difficult 

to interpret.

My advice to aspiring players is to play regularly, preferably against better opposition, read a 

lot and respect your partner. Always ask better players what they think and I believe that in 

nearly 100% of cases they will give advice honestly and willingly.  It takes a long time to learn 

this game so don’t get despondent if your results are not up to expectations. Most importantly, 

you must enjoy the game.



THE BRIDGE LOUNGE              by Jeff Sapire

One important aspect of card play is the ability to assess one’s opponents when it comes to choosing a 
particular line of play or defence. The stronger the opponents, the safer it is to draw inferences from their 
actions.

East dealer, EW vul                   NORTH
                                                    S A74
                                                    H J64
                                                    D 8765
                                                    C J52
                    WEST                                                         EAST   
                    S J83                                                          S 9652
                    H A93                                                         H Q2
                    D 92                                                           D K43
                    C K9873                                                     C AQ108
                                                    SOUTH      
                                                    S KQ10
                                                    H K10875
                                                    D AQJ10
                                                    C 4
South         North     
1H              1NT
2D              2H
All pass                      Opening lead: D9       

NS, who were a top class pair, were playing four card majors - hence the 1NT response. 

EW were an inexperienced pair, as shown by the opening lead. Though some players consider the lead of a 
doubleton as a poor choice, in general there is nothing wrong in doing so, especially if it’s the unbid suit, or 
anything else looks too dangerous. But leading suits that the opponents have bid is one of the surest ways 
to do badly at bridge (and maybe lose your partner too). East compounded the folly by putting up the king of 
diamonds, taken by the ace. It is one thing to play 3rd hand high, but why put up the honour when partner’s 
lead is either a singleton or doubleton? If East plays low, declarer hasn’t the entries to play trumps up and 
also repeat the finesse in diamonds.

After winning the first trick, declarer crossed to dummy with the ace of spades and played a small heart. 
When East followed low he now had to decide whether to play the ten or the king. On this hand, the ten does 
the job. West takes the ace and continues diamonds, but declarer is in control. He cashes the king of hearts, 
dropping the queen as a bonus, and draws the last trump, making eleven tricks.
 
At the table, however, declarer put up the heart king, which proved disastrous. West took the ace and 
continued diamonds. Declarer played a second trump, taken by East’s queen, and now a third diamond gave 
West the ruff he had been planning from the start, holding declarer to nine tricks. 

South’s decision to play the ten of hearts turned out poorly, but it has my vote. When opponents lead a suit 
you have bid, it is far more likely to be a singleton, so declarer’s idea was to get the trumps out as fast as 
possible – he was hoping the king would win so he could play another round. Someone correctly pointed out 
that one does not usually lead from shortage with a trump holding like Qx or Qxx, because the queen will 
often make naturally anyway. But when the opposition is weak the inference is unclear.



DARLING DAISY’S TIPS ON NO TRUMP BIDDING FOR 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS!

 15 - 17 NO TRUMP  

 1. A balanced hand, no suit less than 2 cards.  Adhere STRICTLY to the point count.  
Modern better players start 1NT with a 5 card major and don’t worry if their doubleton 
is small cards.

2.  If you have 10 points ( or more) as responder, you must find the game.

3.  To locate if opener has a 4 card major and you as responder have one (or two) 4 card 
major use Stayman ( 2 clubs bid).  A reply of 2 diamonds from the original 1NT bidder 
says No.  As responder, sign off in 2NT/3NT depending on your points.

4.  Only start on Stayman if you have 8/9 points.

5.  If responder has a weak hand  but 5 cards in a major use a transfer bid e.g. 2d for 2 
hearts and 2h for 2 spades. This means the strong hand is not revealed.  To transfer to 
a minor 6 cards are needed in the clubs or diamonds.  An easy way to do this is to bid 
2s for either 3c or 3d.  The opener bids 3c and responder leaves that or bids 3d if her 
suit was diamonds.

6.  2 NT opening is 20 - 22 points.  As 25/26 points are needed for a game, the minimum 
needed for a response should be 5 points e.g. an Ace and a J.

7.  1D bid  by opener to which responder replies 1H or ! S for which she should have 6 
points and then a bid of 2NT by opener ( a jump bid) shows 18/19 points.

8. 1S bid by opener with a 2NT response means 10,11 or 12 points held and it would be 
up to the opener to find the game. If she passes she only had 12/13 points.

9.  A NT bid can be passed.  (This is why it is important to be strict about points - you 
have described your hand!)

10.  However 4NT is slam asking!
 
N.B. These are BASIC and you and your partner can decide for yourselves what works 
best for you.  However when starting out on competitive bridge normally a KISS ( Keep 
It Simple Stupid) system works best



An Obituary for Sid Ismail
 

It is with a heavy heart that I must inform you that after a long and 

painful illness Sid Ismail has passed away. He survived his only daughter

by three months.

Sid was a very private individual who in his younger days could often be found at the 

driving range practising his swing but his real passion in life was the game of bridge. 

Sid was an excellent player and had a keen eye for interesting hands often writing 

these up and sending them to his close friends or passing them on for publishing in our 

bulletin, but his real passion lay in understanding and interpreting the rules of the game 

and as a tournament director was finally given international recognition in this role by 

the World Bridge Federation. Many of us will remember him as an imposing and rather 

dour character when he ran our major tournaments and during his reign a few of us 

may have foolishly challenged his rulings at the table but in the many years that I have 

known Sid I cannot recall him as a TD ever being wrong. Away from the table he could 

be charming, knowledgeable and amusing.

His love of bridge did not end there; he started his own club in Benoni which he ran for 

many years and also ran tournaments on BBO long before most of us even knew of its 

existence.

With the passing of Sid we have lost one of the giants of the game here in South 

Africa.

 

James Grant


