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BulleƟn # 2 
 

Thank you all for parƟcipaƟng in this event. AŌer 2 days of play, the final round was exciƟng in 
all three secƟons. In the C secƟon, the final result was in doubt up unƟl the last board.  

Well done to the winners! 

A SecƟon:  

Eastern Cape 

Dawn Palmer ♥ Glynis Dornon ♥ Ester Goosen ♥ Dianne Penlington 

B SecƟon:  

Western Cape 

Toni Hendler ♥ Meryl Cohn ♥ Sue Botha ♥ Erica Zimet 

C SecƟon:  

KZN 

NaneƩe Clouston ♥ Sandy Candoƫ ♥ KiƩy Phillips ♥ Patricia BeƩerton 
 

Final Results 



Puppet Stayman 

 

This board was interesƟng from both a bidding and play point of view.  

Many East pairs decided to go puppet Stayman aŌer their partner’s opened a 15-17 NT. This 
looks like a reasonable decision in view of a potenƟal ruffing value in spades and sharp values 
in the East hand. However, two bad things happened as a result:  

A. They found their 5-3 heart fit and  

B. 3♣ was doubled by South for the lead. 4♥ had no play on a club lead.  

Those who just bid 1NT-3NT were treated to a spade lead by North. Now the contract hinged 
on how the diamond suit was 
played. The percentage line in 
diamonds is to finesse the queen 
and if that loses, finesse for the 
jack. This works well on the hand 
and 9 tricks roll in.  

 

  



VisualisaƟon 

Grand slams are always interesƟng. Board 9 should have been an easy grand slam to bid but 
many pairs floundered with only 2 bidding 7♥ (slightly inferior to 7♠ or 7NT) and some only 
geƫng to game.  

When you have an unbalanced hand, point count is oŌen unimportant. If you can visualize 
your partner’s hand, you will be able to count how many tricks your side can take. The South 
hand is a good example of this approach. When partner opens 1♥, South can visualize 7 spade 
tricks, 5 heart tricks (if partner 
has the ace) and 1 club trick. If 
partner has 2 aces, 13 tricks will 
be there for the taking. All that is 
required is to agree hearts as 
trumps and go Blackwood. If 
partner has 2 aces, it is highly 
likely that 7♠ or 7NT will be the 
best grand slam. Most of the 
Ɵme, that spade suit will be 
worth 7 tricks even if partner is 
void. Even interference from 
East shouldn’t make bidding this 
grand slam difficult. Whatever 
your methods, agree hearts (eg. 
with a cue bid raise) and go 
Blackwood. There is no need to 
show your spade suit. 



Playing too much Pairs? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most pairs got to play in 4♠ on this hand. Caroline Richardson was the only one to play this 
contract correctly when she received the ♣8 lead. She saw that winning the first club in 
dummy in order to take the spade finesse would complicate the play of the hand. She, 
therefore, won the first club in hand with the Jack, laid down the ♠A and conƟnued spades. 
She easily came to 10 tricks with 4♠, 5♣ 
and 1♥. Well done Caroline!  

Other pairs, who won the first club in 
dummy, were influenced by pairs 
consideraƟons where the spade finesse 
might lead to an overtrick. Here, winning 
the first club on the table risked the 
contract If North ducks the first round of 
spades and then wins the second round 
and returns a trump (not a difficult 
defense to find), there is no entry to the 
table to unblock the clubs.  

 

 

 



13 tricks or 9 

 
Pairs who made 13 tricks playing in hearts 
must have been wondering whether they 
should have bid it. At 2 tables 4♥ was 
defeated. A diamond lead proved to be fatal 
when declarers tried to draw trumps and then 
misguessed the clubs. North was able to force 
the dummy and cut declarer off from her club 
tricks. On a diamond lead, it is correct to win 
and play Ace of clubs followed by queen 
pitching a spade. This has the effect of 
neutralizing the diamond force. If North 
decides to conƟnue diamonds with the king, 
declarer should not ruff and should discard 
from dummy losing that trick. It is then easy 
to draw trumps ending in dummy and claim 
the remaining tricks. The principles to follow 
are:  

A. Start with the side suit  

B. Keep the danger hand off lead (South).  

 

 

 



Pairs versus Teams 

 

Playing pairs, if a NT contract can make the 
same number of tricks as a major suit contract, 
it is important to play in NT. Most players don’t 
realize that even in teams, if both the NT 
contract and the major suit contract can make 
exactly 9 tricks, it is important to play in NT. 
This hand illustrates this principle. Well done to 
those pairs who avoided the 5-3 spade fit and 
played in 3NT which was laydown.  

 

 

Final Say 
Robert and I enjoyed running this tournament. It was our first aƩempt at organizing a teams 
event on RealBridge. The plaƞorm is quite friendly and it proved to be much easier to work 
with compared with BBO for teams events. I was disappointed that players are sƟll not 
alerƟng convenƟonal bids despite numerous reminders to do so. It is an important aspect of 
our game that opponents are fully informed of our methods. InternaƟonally, failure to alert 
is considered to be unethical.  

As usual, Robert gave up his Ɵme and helped me with ediƟng of these bulleƟns both from 
technical and aestheƟc point of views. We hope you enjoyed reading them.  

- Bernard Donde 



 

 

 


