
Tournament Committee Meeting 30 March 2025 

Present: B Donde D Balkin J Ashberg D Ingersent, C Grunder 

Apologies:   None 

1. Future trials 
a. The committee debated the pros and cons of face-to-face and 

online trials and came to the decision that for several reasons, 
online trials will be held to select the SA representative teams.  
Online trials have the advantage that they spare participants 
expense and time, are logistically easier to organise and are 
cheaper to run. The committee suggested that face-to-face 
events should be organised for successful trialist so that they can 
gain experience in playing with screens.  

b. Team’s trials or pairs trials. After extensive debate, the committee 
agreed that team’s trials and hybrid pairs trials should run 
alternatively so that over 2 four-year cycles there will be an equal 
number of teams and hybrid pairs trials. In summary; 2026 no 
trials, 2027 hybrid pairs, 2028 teams, 2029 hybrid pairs, 2030 no 
trials, 2031 teams, 2032 hybrid pairs 2033 teams.  Hybrid pairs 
will be an initial cross-imping event. The top qualifier will 
automatically be selected for the team. The 2nd qualifier will 
choose a pair to form a team from pairs 3-5 and the remaining 2 
pairs will form a second team. The 2 teams thus formed will play 
a straight knockout of a minimum of 56 boards in 1 day or 96 
boards in 2 days to select the final representative team. The 
exact format of team’s trials will be highly dependent on the 
entries received but will follow the formula used in 2025 trials. 
Teams of 4-6 players will be accepted.  

2. Dates for 2026 
a. Trials open/Women Last week January 2027 Mixed/senior trials 

second week in February 2027 
b. Congress 2026:  Suggested dates 12-19 April. Cape town has 

agreed to host congress 2026. 
c. Interunion 25/07-26/07 
d. Mixed teams 08/08-10/08 

3. Congress 2025 
a. Prizes  

i. Teams 
1. Championship 1st R6000 2nd R4000 



2. Congress 1st R4000 2nd R2000 
3. Plate 1st R1600  2nd R800 

ii. Pairs 
1. Championship 1st R3000 2nd R1500 
2. Congress 1st R2000 2nd R1000 
3. Plate 1st R1500 2nd R750 

iii. Mixed pairs 1st R800 2nd R400 
iv. No fear pairs 1st R400 2nd R200 

Total prize money R29950.  

b. There will be VuGraph for congress for the final of the teams 
head-to-head. Carol Grunder and Diana Balkin have offered their 
assistance in organising this.   

4. Interunion 2025 Medwin Berkowitz. Online monitored event. 
5. Mixed teams 2025 – online not monitored. Blue points only will be 

awarded.  
6. All Africa pairs: Venues (Cape town and Johannesburg) and monitors 

will be required for the All Africa pairs and the zonal event. 
7. Masterpoints – The committee agreed that no red points should be 

awarded for unmonitored events but there should be another tier of 
masterpoints for these events.  

Meeting closed at 18h15 

 

 


