World Bridge Federation Championships

The world championships got off to a flying start today. All the action can be
watched on viewgraph at the following site : LoveBridge - Vugraph. South Africa
has entered 3 teams, Open, Women’s and Mixed.

Match 1

Our open team had a good win in their first match against a strong team from
England. The following board helped

Your partner in 1% seat not vulnerable vs vulnerable opens 3S and you hold

®
@A What is your choice
AKQ864 a. 4s
& AQ763 b. 3NT
c. 4D

4S may be correct if partner has a good spade suit. 3NT will work if diamonds

come if for 6 tricks and partner can supply 1 more. 4D may strike gold if partner
has diamond support.

Neville Eber, holding these cards, chose 4D. Partner bid 5C which showed club
shortage and 3 card diamond support — BINGO. He bid 6 diamonds which came
home easily. In the other room, West chose to bid 4S which went 1 down. 14 big
imps to SA.

The full hand
® 12
¥ QIT75
5
& 17985
'Y @K987653 Looking at all the results for
PA 99 .
AKQ864 19 this board, we can see that
ATSS &2 many imps were swung on this
@& naT board.

VP K8632
732
o Kb



Visiting team B
open E 2 1 50
Al AUSTRALIA TUNISIA P £ 2
Closed () E ) 2 100
open E 2 1 50
A2 GUADELOUPE ISRAEL : m 10
Closed (5 | E 2 - 400
Open w L J = 400
A3 UsAL ARGENTINA &3 ) 1
Closed B w wQ " 420
Open E 2 = 400
A4 FRANCE SWEDEN c E 1
Closed (o | w L2} = 920
open E 2 1 50
A5 SOUTH AFRICA ENGLAND P 60 in
Closed (6 ] w % = 920
open E 2 41 50
A6 BELGIUM ALY i (] 10
Closed [ an | w % = 400
Open E *Q B 420
A7 usa2 BANGLADESH . O] 1
Closed B w wQ - 400
Open w L { = 400
A8 CHINESE TAIPEI CANADA - 28] 2
Closed B w L] - 400
open E 2 1 50
A9 BRAZIL CHINA § ] 2
Closed (%) E 2 1 100
© Open E 2 41 50
A0 SWITZERLAND NORWAY g ’ @ 0
Closed B3 w *Q = 920
Open B2 ] 4 = 400
A1l DENMARK KOREA
Closed m w v = 400
Open E 04 el 50
Al2  NEWZEALAND INDIA : = 10
Closed B w % = 400

SA beat England 15.85 - 415 VP (24 - 1) IMP losing only 1imp in 14 boards.
Very well done.

Our ladies team also had a tough first match against Poland. They scored
a small loss of 8.72 - 11.28 VP (39 - 43) IMP

On the following hand, Vanessa Armstrong and Carol Stanton Judged
well to reach 6D. This was helped by the light opening with the West
hand which is built into their system. Carol Stanton, sitting East, made
the good judgement call to bid 6D at her final turn realising that it was
likely that partner would be able to take care of her club losers.

®KTI743

YT

4+A

& 172

Their bidding was as

@062 @
YY) @ AK94 follows
4 8765 4 K0IT93
& AKQ& & T83

@ 7185

¥ 8763

*8

o 965




A v BEN s
PASS In the other room,
14.!!3 16 2 3.@ opponents subsided in 5D

which translated into a 13

4 L& 6¢ PASS imp swing to SA.
PASS PASS

Our ladies were unlucky on the following hand when their opponents bid to a
poor 6H which came in when hearts were 2-2 and the club finesse was on and
Diamonds could be brought in for 1 loser only.

L
@ AT97654
1798
ST
@ 709732 ® T854
¥ 02 | BE
742 KQ6
& 87 & KI65
®KI6
¥ K8
A53
& AQ932

In the Mixed teams, SA played England in their first match

Christine Child and Anton Der Kinderen had a good board on the following hand
sitting E/W



& AQ7

¥ 7193
¢ AK93
& 874

® 542

P A)

¢ Q174

& AKI3
®T19
P K72
4 1862
& QT65

&®K1863
¥ 08654
& 92

PASS
ANT PAss 34El pass
36 PASS 4@ PASS
PASS PASS

3D showed both majors at least 5-5 and this propelled them into the marginal
4S game which cam home on a favourable lie of the cards. This was worth 9 imps

to SA

Overall, they recorded a small loss of 12.71 - 7.29 VP (22 - 13) IMP to a strong

team



Match 2

@ A8
¥052

A1875
& Ka

@®T432
L X
KT92
o 8543
& 065
@ AKIT
06
A1
&®KI17
¥ 98763
43
HT72

Sometimes 33 HCP’s is not
enough for slam even when
you have a 5 card suit. Most
of the fields iin all section
got to this slam which could
not make. The lack of any 8-
card fit contributed to this
slam failing. | suspect that
NT ranges played a role
where if West opens a 14-
16 NT, East will be less

inclined to bid a slam than if West opens a 15-17 NT. Some swings are just

random.



n third seat, vulnerable vs not, you hear 2 passes

@ A198632
98 to you. What do you open?
A8 I've never been a fan of pre-empting with

opening hands and this hand was no exception.
While the preempt might invoke an indiscretion
from our opponents, the fact that they are
missing 3 aces will deter them from bidding at the 5 level after a 4S pre-empt.
The hand shape is poor and you really need an excellent hand from partner to
make 10 tricks. In addition, you have the master suit and can always compete in
spades.

& A3

In the open section, our player opened with 4S which was not a success and went
3 down for -300 and a 5 imp swing when our opponents, Sweden, allowed our
side to play in 3D the other way for 110. Confirming my suspicions, no other
player in the open section opened 4S with these cards.

The full hand
L
EALER west @ sse2
’ Ql75
VULNERABLE: E-W S K76
®T7 @ A198632
@ KT97 L B}
943 A8
o 9852 & A3
Par: 110 & K05
s & N P A3
NS 9 9 8 6 KT62
EW & &4 5 4 & QITh



&®Ks

BOARD: 18 @ AT986
DEALER: EAST 2632
VULNERABLE: N-S SKS
@®0IT743 & 965
¥a ®I74
T75 AJ84
HT73 & 962
Par: 1440 &1
. v o N P K532
NS 12 9 127 12 K9
EW 1 3 1 5 1 & AQI8L

It has become fashionable to open 5422 shaped hands with INT and | have no
objection to this when your points are in your short suits or if opening 1 of a suit
may lead to rebid problems later. Neither of these issues apply to the above
hand. If partner responds 1S to a 1C opening, | think this hand is well worth a
reverse into hearts. A INT opening just does not get the trick taking potential of
the hand across. A number of pairs in the open did start with INT and none of
these pairs managed to get to the approximately 50% slam which comes home
on a 2-2 heart break or if you manage to pick up the heart suit when there is a
singleton honour. Most of the pairs who got to slam, were playing a strong club
system that made it easier.

BOARD: 2 o | found it strange
DEALER: EAST AR
VULNERABLE: E-W ®K6 that as many as 6

pairs in the mixed

®aT7 @198
¥ 87654 L it} reached an
T3 1862
L 1307 unmakeable slam
Par: 980 #K6i2 with the above
» v o N PKI2 .
NS 18111112 11 K cards having 17

EW 2 2 2 1 2 & A532

hcp;’s opposite 14
with no fit. Similar transgressions occurred in the open and Women'’s. | guess
players were mesmerized by their control rich hands but all 4 aces and all 4 kings
only produces 8 tricks. “Fit is emperor in the bidding”. Well done to Anton and
Chris who managed to stop in 3NT making and earning our side 11 imps when
opponents over-reached to 6NT.



Results Match 2

Open Sweden vs SA 15.85 - 4.15 VP (35 - 12) IMP
Women’s  Netherlands vs SA 15.66 - 4.34 VP (39 - 17) IMP
Mixed Sweden vs SA 18.04 - 1.96 VP (49 - 12) IMP

Disappointing results all round with 3 big losses but these were top teams we
were playing

Results Match 3

Open: Tunisia vs South Africa 11.88 - 8.12 VP (38 - 32) IMP
Women’s New Zealand vs South Africa 2.51-17.49 VP (9 - 42) IMP
Mixed Teams South Africa vs France 1.24 - 18.76 VP(17 - 60) IMP

The open team had a disappointing small loss against Tunisia. They were
extremely unlucky on this board from the match

®5
BOARD: 10 @ AKT6
DEALER: EAST AOTET3
VULNERABLE: ALL &0
@ 387432 @® A6
¥ 753 ¥ 162
KJ 964
& KI5 o T842
Par: 1440 & KaT9
. v o N Y¥as
NS 18 12 12 18 12 52

EW 3 1 1 3 1 & AQ763

Robert Stephens and Noah Apteker, sitting N/S, got to the sensible contract of
3NT when they discovered a misfit. The Tunisian pair got to 6D which required a



miracle lie in both diamonds and hearts to make. Everything was right and this
meant — 12 imps on the board.

Both vulnerable your partner opens 1S and rebids 2H after your 1NT response.
What action do you take with the following hand?

Q Q Robert Stephens, holding this hand,
elected to pass, knowing that his partner

' QT965 was limited to 16 HCP’s. He must have
352 been disappointed when 10 tricks rolled

in despite the bad breaks in both Hearts
* QT74 and Spades. In the other room, Tunisia
bid to 4H but went 1 down so the
disappointment did not last long when

we notched up 7 imps. The full hand:

&0
¥ Q1965
152
& QT74
®3 @ 17985
¥ 373 PA
AKT843 Q76
& 165 & A982
@® AK7642
¥ K142
9

& K3



@75

BOARD: 2 93832
DEALER: EAST AITTh
VULNERABLE: N-S &Kt
&9 @ A1864
¥ K154 L AL]
0532 K8
o JT95 & 7632
Par: 120 & K732
& o o N ¥ AQ76
NS 7 8 8 8 8 96
E 6 5 5 5 5
W b & o A8

On the above hand, 3NT was bid and made 6 times in the open and went down
7 times. Unfortunately for SA, it was made by Tunisia in one room and in the
other, our pair stopped safely in 2S for a loss of 10 imps. Double dummy analysis
suggests that 3NT should only make 8 tricks.

Our women’s team were on the wrong iside of no fewer than three close 3NT
contracts making in one room and going down in the other. A poorish slam bid
by our ladies lead to another double-digit loss. There was no good news in their
match resulting in a bad loss by 33 imps.

BOARD: 3 SIS
’ ! @ A52
DEALER: NORTH KQ6
VULNERABLE: ALL * 07k
@ A8754 ®9
¥ 117 L it
75 AJ9843
& ATY & 832
Par: 120 &K1
. v o N ¥ K863
NS 7 5 7 8 8 T2
EW 5 8 &4 & 5 & K165

In the mixed match against France, the only good news came on this hand when
Di Rosslee made 9 tricks in 3NT when she received the 9 of diamonds lead from
East. This gave her 2 diamond stoppers when she put up the 10 from dummy
and the lack of entries to the 6 card diamond suit gave her time to set up spade



and club tricks to bring her total to 9. As usual, stretching to invite game with a
balanced featureless 11 count opposite 12-14 resulted in reaching a poor
contract which only made because of a lucky lie of the cards.

Match 4
. @197
o om ¥ e - ==
VULNERABLE: NS i PASS PASS 1&
- — peL 2B 3& PpasS
v v 408 pass s5a8  pass
P S0653 PASS PASS
. P:;I't-ﬁo ::3;“
NS 2 ;

vl
N i::.
Alon and Craig got to 5 clubs on the above hand and managed to make it on a
club lead. I don’t know how the play went but presumably declarer drew trumps
and made 5 trumps in hand, 1 ruff in dummy, 2 diamonds, 1 spade and 2 Hearts.
It looks like opponents have to lead 3 rounds of diamonds to beat 5C. This was
worth 10 imps to SA when in the other room, EW lost their way and played in 2D
to go 1 down. Well bid and well played by our side.

In the mixed you hold the following hand

You are vulnerable vs not and open 1D
and the next player bids 2S weak. This is
passed back to you. What action do you
take?

Clearly partner has minimal values and if
you double, you are very likely to hear
partner bid hearts. Seems to me like the
only sensible action is to either pass and
collect your 50’s or to bid 3D. Our player
* elected to double and eventually found
his side in 4H going down 3 for -300.




The full hand

Deal

®93
BOARD: 2 i
DEALER: EAST b
VULNERABLE: E-W & 763
@5 ®KL4
¥ 9865432 L J
Th 4 A09862
K98 &5
Par: -100 @ ATBT62
AR N &
N 9 4 6 8 6
s 8 : : 1 & 4153
E & 9 6 5 5 & aT42
W o: 8 7 &
1¢ 26

PASs PAss DBLE pass
3@ PASS 44 PASS
4® PASS PASS PASS

Can you blame West for persisting with hearts after partner’s double?

Note North’s caution in not doubling the final contract and right he was. He
couldn’t be sure of beating 5D but 4H was definitely going down.



& Kas

BOARD:. 28 ¥
DEALER: . WEST 4 K965
VULNERABLE: N-S & AQT4
@652 ®)73
@ Kal6s @ AT982
40132 *7
&K o 1832
Par: 140 TS
& ¢ o & N »i
NS 10 185 9 8 & ATBA
EW 3 3 8 & 5§ & 7965
r
L™

On the last board of the 4™ match in the mixed, Imtiaz Kaprey and Lorraine Weers
judged well to double 4H to gain +300. In the other room, N/S competed to 4S
which went 1 down. This was a welcome 9 imps to our mixed team who

unfortunately went on to lose the match 13.23 - 6.77 VP (32 - 21) IMP.

The Women’s SA team played the very strong USA1 team in the final match

today.



BOARD:

25

K186

¥ 17
DEALER: NORTH SATT2
VULNERABLE: E-W & 976
A ®Q0T5432
¥ KT8532 @ AQk
4 1984 4 063
& 1T & A
Par: -500 & 97
& ¢ o o N ¥ 9%
2 8 13. 2 5 5 4 Ks
EW 5 9 18 7 8 &b K085432

On this board, a brave bid by Lotte Sorensen sitting West, earned her side a big
swing on the following auction:

A N B3N s
PASS 16 348
PASS 4 PASS

30

PASS PASS

4H made +620. After the same start in the other room, West elected to make a
negative double which did not do justice to her long heart suit and E/W subsided
in 3S going 1 down and swing of 12 imps to SA. SA lost the match by a small
margin of 5 imps. Very respectful against this strong team.

At the end of play on day 1 with 4/23 matches played the final SA standings were
Open: SA 18t
Women 20th



Mixed 23"

Still a long, long way to go but we will have to hope for better results tomorrow.

Submitted by Bernard Donde



