
World Bridge FederaƟon Championships SA PerspecƟve BulleƟn Number 2 

 

In the first match of today, the SA open team faced the formidable team from 
Switzerland. 

The following board was a liƩle unlucky 

 

 

In one room, our guys underbid the hand reaching only 4H for +510. In the other 
room, the Swiss team over-reached to 7H that needed the diamond finesse 
onside and no heart loser. All was good – for them. This was a 14 imp loss to our 
side. Had the grand slam gone down it would have been 12 imps to us. A 26 imp 
swing on 1 board. 

 



 

 

ConservaƟve views by both North and South led to a missed game on the above 
hand.  Their aucƟon was 

South took a conservaƟve view by not forcing 
to game. He also had an opƟon of bidding 2H 
which would be forcing only for 1 round in 
their system.  

 

In the Women’s event, North elected not open with her hand which is a sign of 
lack of appreciaƟon of the value of AKQJX of a suit. Even the rule of 20 wouldn’t 
help with evaluaƟon of this hand but when you have 5 very likely tricks in your 
own hand, this must surely be worth an opening bid. Similarly, South, aŌer 2 
passes, elected to open the hand with a weak 2 H bid, again not appreciaƟng the 
playing strength of her hand. This was passed out and another game was missed.  

 



 

 

 

The aucƟon and opening lead of the 8S was the same in both rooms. However, 
declarer ducked the spade and West won the trick and switched to the club 
queen. This was fatal as only a spade conƟnuaƟon allowing partner to ruff beats 



the contract with E/W winning 1S, 1D, 1 Ruff, 1 club and 1 heart. On the club 
conƟnuaƟon declarer was able to recƟfy the count for a squeeze. He won the 
club, took the diamond finesse, East cashed the club trick and played a third 
round of clubs on which declarer pitched a losing spade recƟfying the count for 
a squeeze. The posiƟon was as follows. 

East switched to a low heart which declarer won, played another round of 
trumps, cashed the king of hearts and played all his trumps. West was not able 
to hang onto spade control and the queen of hearts so 9 tricks were made. Only 
a 4 imp loss but a good indicaƟon of what we were up against.  

The final score was a disappoinƟng 17.19 - 2.81 VP (34 - 3) IMP to Switzerland  

 

 

In the mixed teams, SA played USA 1.  

 



On the above board, only 1 pair got to the excellent 6D contract. Unfortunately, 
it was against our team where 3NT was reached in the other room. Most pairs 
had no chance when they decided to treat the West hand with 5422 shape as 
balanced and opened 2NT. The USA experts bid as follows 



 

The 1D opening allowed East to fully evaluate her 5 card support and key card in 
partner’s second suit. She then invited slam opposite a game force in partner’s 
hand. AŌer a 2NT opening, East has no slam ambiƟons whatsoever. I think the 
verdict is sƟll out on whether it is ok to open 1NT with semi-balanced hands.  

 

 

 

Round 9 

 

Mixed team 

 



 

 

 

This hand caused problems for defenders when E/W got to 4S. The number of 
tricks made in spades varied from 6 to 12 tricks. The bidding went as above and 
our team, siƫng N/S, led the King of clubs. I don’t know how the play went but 
I suspect declarer took a first round spade finesse and defenders conƟnued 
spades. Declarer emeged with 12 tricks. I am guessing, but I think the problem 
arose at trick one where South had to make a signal when the King of clubs was 
ruffed. Many players play suit preference in this situaƟon but is this really logical? 
Clearly, it would be very rare that you would want a diamond switch (maybe if 
you have a void) and so if partner is going to switch, it will be to a heart. More 



importantly, partner needs to know whether you like clubs or not. If you know 
partner has the ace of clubs, another round of clubs will almost definitely beat 
the contract by promoƟng your 8 of spades and seƫng up club tricks for your 
side. If you want a heart switch, just discourage clubs. This makes me think that 
aƫtude is probably the best signal in most situaƟons, even when dummy can 
win the next trick. Some may argue that a middle card is encouraging but this 
would only be possible if you have been dealt at least 5 cards in the suit.  

In the open event, 7 pairs got to 4S and made only 7-8 tricks. Robert and Noah 
beat 4SX by 3 tricks for +800. I’m sure they  played an aƫtude signal on the lead 
of the KC. A well deserved 14 imps for our side 

  



 

 

 

Chris Child, siƫng North, defended well on this hand when she overtook 
partner’s club lead and switched smartly to a heart. 3 rounds of hearts meant 
declarer was 1 down. This may seem like an obvious defense but only 3 of 24 
pairs managed to beat 4S in the mixed event so well done.  

In the open, our team stopped in 2S when North opened a very light off-shape 
1NTbut allowed 4S to make in the other room. Again, the ‘obvious’ defense’ was 
only found by 6 pairs. (AdmiƩedly, in some cases, the KJXXX of hearts were 
visible in the dummy making a heart switch unaƩracƟve).  

 



 

 

Robert and Noah reached 6H on the above cards played by South aŌer heavy 
compeƟƟon in spades by their opponents. This was a marginal slam that comes 
home if hearts break 2-2 or if opponents lead the AS and there is 1 heart honour 
onside, or if the diamond finesse is on. With KQX of hearts offside, there was no 
play for a loss of 11 imps when their opponents played quietly in 5C.  

. 

  



  At the end of Round 9 the standings were as follows 

Open 

 

 

  



Womens 

 

 

 

  



Mixed 

 

 

All our teams are struggling but this is not the Ɵme to give up. There are sƟll 
many matches to play and recovery is possible. I disƟnctly remember one year 
when Meckwell’s team were lying poorly going into the last round of the 
qualifying sessions. One team member decided to go home but the team didn’t 
give up and won their last match 25-0. This qualified them for the next stage and 
they went on to win the event.  


