
World Bridge Championships 2025 BulleƟn Number 3 
Bidding with Tablets 

For the past few years, tablets have been used in world bridge championships 
but only in the final rounds. For the 1st Ɵme this year, these are in use from the 
qualifying rounds onwards. 

I asked our players to comment on the use of tablets which may become 
standard in the future for bridge, even at the club level. These were some of the 
replies I received. 

 

 

Each player gets their own tablet as seen above 

Carol Stanton wrote that it is an improvement with regards to tournament 
direcƟng. The directors are aware of everything. The Ɵming of bids. What bids 
were made. What was alerted. Also calling the director is so much easier. You 
push a buƩon and they appear. No more screaming across a room. The tablets 
also alert you when you have hesitated. So, you become aware that there is a 
break in tempo. However, it takes some adjusƟng. The tablets provide a record 



of how the bidding went on every board (this is an important improvement when 
wriƟng up the hands. At least I can see what the bidding was at every table – 
BD). At the end of each match, a full record of the scores is available immediately 
on the tablets.  

Roz Bernstein thinks the tablets are a big improvement as it makes it much 
clearer what all the bids have been and it is easier to use in terms of how the 
tray is passed from one side of the screen to the other 

LoƩe Sorensen said that there is a very clear Ɵmer on the table and therefore 
you can’t not be aware of the Ɵme. Another feature is that you can click on a 
played board immediately and see all the hands and makeable contracts.  

So overall, the players feel quite posiƟve about the introducƟon of tablets. I 
suspect that the expense of purchasing and maintaining these devices will 
preclude their wide usage for a while.  

 

Low Level Contracts SubmiƩed by Noah Apteker 

You hold the following hand and the bidding goes by your opposiƟon 1D- 1H -1S 
all pass with you on lead. What is your choice 

 

My partner, Rob Stephens, found an excellent lead of the QS. He reasoned that 
his opponents were playing in a 4-3 fit and there were likely to be short diamonds 
in the dummy. Right he was when the full hand turned out to be 



 

1S went 2 down for +200 aŌer this thoughƞul lead.  

 



 

 

Another 5422 shape within range of a strong NT. This hand showed how wrong 
it was to make that choice. With the East hand, opening 1C poses no rebid 
problems as you can just bid spades over 1D or 1H. Again, the presence of Aces 
and Kings suggests playing in a suit contract. If you open 1NT, the West hand has 
no game interest and is likely to pass. If you open 1C and rebid 1S over partner’s 
1H, he will raise to 2S and the East hand has a clear raise to 4. 10 tricks rolled in. 
Some players upgraded the East hand and opened 1C and rebid 2NT. This was an 
effecƟve approach on this hand.  

 



 

 

 

On this hand in the Women’s, a cheeky 2C overcall by Sharon Lang in the South 
seat earned her side a big swing when partner led a club against 3NT. There were 
only 8 tricks for declarer when she knocked out the diamond Ace first and North 
conƟnued clubs.  This was worth 13 big imps to our side in their match against 
Belguim when 3NT rolled home on a spade lead from North in the other room. 



 

 

LoƩe Sorensen earned her side a 7 imp swing when she judged well to pass 
partner’s weak jump response of 2S looking at the West hand. They were only 
one of few pairs to get a posƟive score with the E/W cards. Most pairs got into 
trouble in clubs and were lucky to escape a few down undoubled in their 
contracts. This hand demonstrates that you really need a superb hand to 
conƟnue bidding when partner pre-empts in your singleton.  

 

SA Women went on to win this match 13.72 to 6.28. Well done! 



 

In Match 13 Carol Stanton and Vanessa Armstrong earned our side 10 imps on 2 
boards in a row when they bid 2 games that were missed by their opponents, 
Canada 

 

On this board, a light opening with the West hand made bidding the game easy 

1S – 2H – 2NT – 3H – 4H. There were no problems in the play 



 

AŌer a 2NT opening by West and transfer to hearts by East, West super-accepted 
the transfer by bidding 4H. 4H also made easily and was missed in the other 
room when West completed the transfer to 3H which was passed out.  



 

In the Women’s, this was a flat board with E/W scoring 10 or 11 tricks in 4H 
making. Against Carol and Vanessa, their opponents competed to 4S with the 
N/S cards and were smartly doubled. Good defense led to 5 down for +1100 and 
a 12 imp to our side.  

 

  



In the mixed ImƟaz Kaprey and Lorraine Weers bid well to get slam on the 
following hand 

 

This slam was reached by most pairs in the event but our opponents, Hong Kong 
China, failed to bid to 6 , so we gained 11 imps. Choosing between playing in 6S 
or 6D was tricky but I think East made a reasonable decision to protect the King 
of clubs by playing in 6S.  

In the open, on the same board, our E/W pair had some sort of 
misunderstanding and got to 7D which went down quickly on a club lead.  

 

 



 

 

On the above board in the open, almost all pairs played in 4S by N aŌer the 
aucƟon went 1S – 4S all pass. This went 2 down for -100. You might think that 
this cannot be good bridge but one intrepid West player doubled 4S for takeout 
and got his side to 5C which made for +600 to E/W when declarer took good 
views in both minor suits.  



In the open match the following board is instrucƟve

 

 

AŌer South’s highly unusual 1NT opening that was passed around to East, he bid 
2C showing both majors. When partner bid 2S, holding quite a good hand East 
wanted to make a game try but his 3S bid was ill advised. It is much beƩer to bid 
3D as a game try. Partner will realize that you do not have 5S and are just bidding 
out your shape. This will make it easy for West to bid 5D. Rarely, partner has to 
bid a major with only 2 cards in the suit eg if he has 2 spades and 1 heart. Bidding 
3D by East improves your chances of geƫng to the right spot and also enables 
partner to devalue any club values if he is thinking of bidding game. 
Unfortunately, 4S could not make and this was a loss of 10 imps for our side.   



 

 

There are many ways of geƫng to 4S rather than 3NT which is doomed to failure 
on a club lead. Firstly, if you elect to reverse to hearts with the North hand, South 
can repeat his spades (most play this as forcing and showing 5). Now if North 
elects to bid 2NT, South should repeat his spades in order to confirm a 6 card 
suit. AlternaƟvely, it is reasonable to play that if North raises 2S to 3S, this shows 
only 2 card support and 17-19 HCP’s. With 3 card support and a singleton club, 
it looks best to always bid game even with a minimum. With 3 cards support and 
a maximum reverse, a splinter bid in clubs is appropriate.  

In the mixed teams event, our opponents, China, bid 3S aŌer 2NT and were 
raised to game. Our side did not repeat the spades and ended up in 3NT which 
was not a success. I guess part of the problem lay in that South wasn’t sure if 3S 
would be forcing in which case a temporizing bid of 3C would have elicited 
delayed support for spades by North.  

 



 

SomeƟmes aggressive acƟons work well and may completely obstruct your 
construcƟve bidding. This hand was a case in point when South took advantage 
of the favourable vulnerability and opened a weak 2 in spades. North raised this 
to 3S and neither East nor West were able to come into the aucƟon. An excellent 
4H game was missed. Unfortunately, it was our mixed teams pair that were put 
out by this aggressive acƟon. One of our open pairs also fell vicƟm to an opening 
2S by South on this hand.  

 



 

 

Mike Lawrence, in his excellent book on opening leads, repeatedly emphasized 
that one of the worst leads you can make is an unsupported ace. East did not 
heed his advice when she led the AS against 5C by North. This was the only lead 
to allow declarer to make 11 tricks. Mike Lawrence adds that the only worse lead 
than an unsupported ace is to underlead an ace.  

 



 

 

Lack of familiarity with methods led to the above disaster in the open event. 
South was unsure whether partner’s 4C bid promised spade support or was 
offering 2 places to play – either Hearts or Diamonds. My view is that 4C must 
be a slam try in Clubs. If you have a strong hand with hearts and diamonds, you 
have to guess what to do. It is much more likely that you would have a slam try 
with spade support. Having said that, I think North was too opƟmisƟc to make a 
further try opposite a partner who has shown a minimum overcall.  

 

 



Your leŌ hand opponent opens 1C and partner doubles. Next hand passes – what 
is your choice of bids with the following hand 

1. 1NT 
2. 2NT 
3. 2D 
 
 
 
 
 

I think the hand is well within range of a 1NT response which typically 
shows 7-10 HCP. This is a maximum but the long suit is very weak and KJ10 
of clubs may not pulling their weight. Those who chose either 2D or 2NT 
ended up too high in 3NT which was not a success. 
 
The full hand 

 
 



 

 
Lack of familiarity with methods led to the disaster above in the women’s 
secƟon. South meant her double to be for takeout aŌer E/W’s non-forcing 
checkback sequence. North wasn’t on the same page and passed 2D 
which made 9 tricks. 



In the other room there was another misunderstanding on the same 
board.  

 
 
West did not realise that partner’s redouble of 1D X was a support re-
double showing 3 card support. Had she understood the bid, a 2D bid 
would have been easy. These 2 misunderstandings combined to lose 11 
imps for our side on what should have been a simple board.  
 
Local players have been asking me why our teams have not been doing 
well in this compeƟƟon. I think this is in large part because our players 
have not pracƟced or discussed enough and there is constant insecurity 
about what bids mean. This is distracƟng and judgement suffers 
enormously when you are unsure.  
 

  



AŌer 16/23 rounds the posiƟons are as follows 
 
The Open 

 
 



Women’s 

 
 

  



Mixed 
 

 


