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The Links Bridge Club, home of Bridge in Gauteng, welcomed the
start of The SABF National Bridge Congress on Sunday morning. The
first two days have been completed, and | think everyone playing will
agree that the organisation has been excellent. The venue is
spacious, free tea, coffee and snacks are welcome, results and
fixtures are posted timeously and the social drinks after bridge on
Sunday were enjoyed by all. Congratulations to the core organising
committee, helpers and tournament directors who have put in an
enormous effort to make this possible.

The seven Swiss qualifying rounds were completed today, and the
sheep have been separated from the goats. The results of the Swiss
are shown below. The top eight teams (section A) will play a full round
robin, and the two top teams will go on to play a final knockout match
to crown the SA champions. The Congress (Section B) and Plate
(section C) each have six teams who will play full round robins
starting tomorrow (Tuesday).

- Bernard Donde
SABF



| Teams Swiss Qualifying Results ]
S.01 | S.02 | S.03 S.04 S. 05 S. 06 S.07 Total
= Team e
me| VP [ime| VP [ime| VP lime| VP [ime| VP |ime| VP [ime| VP | e 75
7[Donde | |1a57| 14 |1422| 3| 18 |7 |1841 |11 |1345 | 45| 1934 | | 964 | 153 |107.03| |1
2 |Apteker % |1858| 5 | 20 | 20|1858| 37| 1.59 | < | 862 | 11 | 1345 | 43 | 1843 | 127 | 96.41 |0.50| 2
16/Stabell | 5 | 17| 1 |17 1984] 25 [ 1655 | 1| 655 1| 685 [0 | = | 122 [0a96| |3
6 Chemaly || 83 |5 |799|3|105| 2 |1902| 8 |1261|2 1558 | 1 | 1036 | 63 |84.91 : (A)
14Rabie 27| 3.09 41189 11 (1345|417 | 507 (9| 74 |5 | 117 [2¢|1637 | 28 | 75.18 |0.50| §
19|yanVugm 2|20 6 |1201]0| 122 | 5 | 107 |2 174 | s [1238] 6 [1201] o |75.00] 6
8|Hewitt 2 [1041|ss| o |25 |1658| 36| 172 |22 | 168 | 4 | m62 |1 [1318| 1 | 7466 7
10Hughes | 15| 5 | 83 |1 |16 7 158 | « [1108 | 5| 0ss [ s [ 200 | o | 7457 |8
15 Senior 9| 74 |41(489 11| 655 | 4 |11.38 | 8| 739 (5| 83 |8 (1261| 20 (72.23 9
4 [Bernstein |z |11 5 | 17 20 s42 |3 [1828 | s 23 | s [z | o | 8 [7040] 10
3 [Balderson | 1= 163714| 578 | [1878] 25| 345 | 2 | 120 [ 2] sz || ez | 1 |67.52] |m
9[[__Holman 2 |01 a[ama [ 2 208 | | 20 | o |1260| | 22 || ooz [REOMGRAR] |2 "
12|Kotzen 38|18 |53 | 20 |11| 08| 4| 862 |23 32 |28 1064 |0] 682 | 15 | 6692 13
17/Stanton || 699 | 1 [1657| 0| 06 | 5 | 83 || 78 | 3 |08 |31 | 181 | 6 | 6630 s
1 /Adams 6 120114 | 578 | 25| 3.45 | 4 [11.38 |30| 26 |22|1599 |10 |1348| -27 | 64.39 15
5|73urman o | 129 | 14 |1022] 30| 2 |2| 038 [ 14] 1022 || 036 || 1958 | a0 | 6422 |16
11IM 6 |799 41|14 |22(1599|76| o |5| 83 |4 |1.38 |24 363 | -126 | 48.39 17
ZOMQM 33| 218 | 41| 11 |22] 01 |35 1848 | 5 | 107 | 3 | 835 |4z| 046 | 106 | 46,50 18 i
18{Taylor 37| 189 |53 o |22|1699| « | 862 |« | 862 |« | ez || 150 | 117 | 45.03| 19
13|_Lazarus 1| a6 |26 | 363 | 22| a0t [ 35| 188 | o | 1038 | 22| 401 |2 | 239 | 126 | 36.02 | 20




Championships Section - Results

After the Swiss Qualifying after lunch on Monday, the Championship section
played the 1° of eight Round Robin matches, while the Congress (B) and Plate

S.01
= Team T ve
1 |Donde 83 20

a IChemaly_ 5

head final.
s |Stabell 3 | 1719
s [Rabie 16 | 14.42
2 |Apteker 46 | 5.58
s |Hughes 3| 281
7 |Hewitt £ (044
¢|Van Vught | = | 0

(C) sections got to go home early.

3 teams came out firing with all cylinders on: Donde, Chemaly and Stabell.
There are still 6 matches to go, and only the top two will qualify for the head-to-

Championships Section - Interesting Boards

2 over 1 and Cue Bidding for Slam

2 pairs got to the theoretically unmakeable 64
contract that goes down on a club lead. The East
hand is ideal for a treatment that is
recommended when playing a 2 over 1 game
force system. After East opens 1a, and West
responds 2 ¢, what should a jump to 3a mean?
| think a good agreement to have is that it shows
a suit that is solid or that has a maximum of 1
loser opposite a void. It sets trumps and asks
partnerto cue bid. Westwould bid 4 ¢ (cue) over
3a and East would sign off in 44 knowing that
there are 2 club losers off the top — QED.
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Board No 2 N/S Vul Dealer East
| NS | Ew |Bid |By| Ld |Thks|+Sc| sc | + | - |
1 201 6% E g 11 50 +80 -80
2 202 4% E ¥7 13 - 510 -6 +6
3 203 4% E ¥7 13 - 510 -6 +6
4 204 s5é# E &3 11 - 450 +6 -6
101 301 44 E 3 11 - 450 +6 -6
102 302 6% E #¢ 13 - 1010 -80 +80
103 303 4% W &3 13 - 510 -6 +6
104 304 4% W 3 11 - 450 +6 -6




( h 3" Hand Low
4Q53
va Optimum
;%i’.’ 95 St 3N N9 This hand demonstrates the importance of trying
to work out partner’s opening lead.
$Q ;(’89725 VEV - 3 |9( Z 2 Say N/Sgetto 3 ¢ after West opens 1% and North
K S 4 $732 overcalls 24 which is raised to 34 by South. If
d K102 T - do0gg3 partner leads a low heart (playing 1,3,5 leads)
and declarer plays low, West must also play low.
( ) If partner has led a singleton heart, you will
&184 d4VaAN almost always still get your heart trick but if
- v Q1032 N1/4-/1/3 partner has led from a 3-card suit, itis imperative
= = $A108 s114/1/1/3 to duck the heart as declarer will have the
2 e Q76 2l el singleton Ace. Inserting the Jack will allow
LW """ > declarer to get a discard on the Q or 10 of hearts.
\
Looking for the Major Suit Fit ( )
#1072
Most experts would condone West’s decision DIr: East YK942 Optimum
not to go Stayman on the above hand, but it’s Vul: None 3105 4S E 10
easy to see how it could be right to avoid getting &3J105
to 3NT. Peter Fredin, an international expert, in
his excellent and entertaining book entited = ®# Q943 - E AAKIS
“Master of Bridge Psychology” has an interesting ¥3i105 14 Al YA873
tip. “Always use Stayman if you have a 4-card ¢K76 ? *A98
major when partner opens 1NT” He puts it rather dpro7 - d64a
strongly that failure to go Stayman with 4333 p »
shape is close to BRAIN DEAD! The only timeiitis SOVaN
wrong is when partner also has a 4333 265 1
distribution otherwise there will always be a 10 16 :3463 2 SIEEIEEIE
ruffing value in the opening bidder’s hand & El-[2[3]4]2
delivering the extra trick. | think this advice is a KQsg32 w -1213[4]2
bit strong as it does not consider the amount of “ J

information you give away when you go Stayman
but it’s worth considering especially if you have
methods to determine whether partner is 4333

as well. Note that on the example hand, the
weakness in clubs makes 44 a better contract 2 202
that might make if you guess the heart position
correctly or if the defence does not attack 3 203
diamonds early on. 4
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Board No 14 None Vul Dealer East
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201

3NT E &2 8 50 +40 -40
46 E #Q 10 - 420 -42 +42
4% E &K 10 - 420 -42 +42
46 Wé)] 9o 50 +40 -40
3NT E &Kk 9 - 400 -38 +38
3NT E #3 9 - 400 -38 +38
3NT wé3 8 50 +40 -40
3NT E 3 8 50 +40 -40




Teams Round Robin - Fixtures

SABF 2025 Congress - Teams Event
Group (A): Championship - RR Stage

Championship Group (A) Championship Group (A)
Round (1), MON 19/5 @ 16H15 Round (2), TUE 20/5 @ 09H00
Home Team Vs Visiting Team Home Team Vs Visiting Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed Table N.S Open vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
1 ||Donde vs [¢Van Vught 1 |Stabell vs 2| Apteker
2 |{Chemaly v: || Hewitt 2 |*|Hughes vs |*|Rabie
3 |/|Apteker vs |5|Rabie 3 |//Chemaly vs |!|Donde
4 |:|Stabell vs [ Hughes 4 ||Hewitt v+ [¢{Van Vught
Championship Group (A) Championship Group (A)
Round (3), TUE 20/5 @ 11H10 Round (4), TUE 20/5 @ 14H15
Home Team Vs Visiting Team Home Team Vs Visiting Team
Table N.S Open vs N.S Closed Table N.S Open vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
1 |4{Van Vught vs |4 Chemaly 1 [|Hewitt v: |s|Rabie
2 ||Donde vs I’|Hewitt 2 |*|Hughes vs |9'Van Vught
3 |5|Rabie v |3 Stabell 3 |*/Chemaly vs |?|Apteker
4 |}|Apteker vs |4 Hughes 4 |'|Stabell v: |'{Donde
Championship Group (A) Championship Group (A)
Round (5), TUE 20/5 @ 16H25 Round (6), WED 21/5 @ 09H00
Home Team Vs Visiting Team Home Team Vs Visiting Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed Table N.S Open vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
1 |:/Apteker vs l¢{Van Vught 1 ||Chemaly vs |s{Hughes
2 |’|Hewitt vs |3 Stabell 2 |:|Rabie vs |1|Donde
3 |/Donde v: |4 Hughes 3 |:|Apteker vs |7|Hewitt
4 |s|Rabie vs |4 Chemaly 4 |¢Van Vught vs |s{Stabell
Championship Group (A)
Round (7), WED 21/5 @ 11H10
Home Team Vs Visiting Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open
1 |/|Donde vs |2| Apteker
2 |:|Stabell vs |4 Chemaly
3 |¢{Van Vught v: |5|Rabie
4 |{|Hughes vs |7| Hewitt




SABF 2025 Congress - Teams Event
Group (B): Congress - RR Stage

Congress Group (B) Congress Group (B)
Round (1), TUE 20/5 @9H00 Round (2), TUE 20/5 @ 11H10
Home Team Vs VIsiting Team Home Team Vs VIsltlng Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
5 |ySenior vs |s|Stanton 5 |}|Bernstein vs |s|Kotzen
6 |:|Kotzen vs |¢JHolman 6 |s|Stanton vs |3|Balderson
7 |:|Balderson vs |2|Bernstein 7 |©/|Holman vs |:|Senior
Congress Group (B) Congress Group (B)
Round (3), TUE 20/5 @ 14H15 Round (4), WED 21/5 @ 09H00
Home Team Vs Visiting Team Home Team Vs Visiting Team
Table N.S Open VS N.S Closed Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
5 |s|Stanton vs s Holman 5 |:Senior vs |s|Kotzen
6 |Senior vs |2|Bernstein 6 |:|Balderson vs 4/ Holman
7 |:|Kotzen vs |3|Balderson 7 |:|Bernstein vs |é|Stanton
Congress Group (B)
Round (5), WED 21/5 @ 11H10
Home Team Vs VIsItlng Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open
5 |¢{Holman vs |2|Bernstein
6 |:|Kotzen vs ls|Stanton
8 |:|Balderson vs |1|Senior




SABF 2025 Congress - Teams Event
Group (C): Plate - RR Stage

Plate Group (C) Plate Group (C)
Round (1), TUE 20/5 @9H00 Round (2), TUE 20/5 @ 11H10
Home Team | Vs | Visiting Team Home Team | Vs | Visiting Team
Table N.S Open VS N.S Closed Table N.S Open VS N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
8 |)]Adams vs |s|Lazarus 8 |/{Burman vs |s| Taylor
9 |s|Taylor vs |¢|Ingersent 9 [¢|Lazarus vs |3|Kassel
10 |:|Kassel vs |2|Burman 10 |{Ingersent | vs ||/Adams
Plate Group (C) Plate Group (C)
Round (3), TUE 20/5 @ 14H15 Round (4), WED 21/5 @ 09HO00
Home Team | Vs | Visiting Team Home Team | Vs | Visiting Team
Table N.S Open VS N.S Closed Table N.S Open VS N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open E.W Closed E.W Open
8 |¢|Lazarus vs |s{Ingersent 8 ||Adams vs |s|Taylor
9 ||Adams vs |2[Burman 9 |}|Kassel vs |4/lngersent
10 |s|Taylor vs |3|Kassel 10 [|lBurman vs |s|Lazarus
Plate Group (C)
Round (5), WED 21/5 @ 11H10
Home Team | Vs | Visiting Team
Table N.S Open Vs N.S Closed
E.W Closed E.W Open
8 |/Ingersent | vs [(Burman
9 |s|Taylor vs |s|Lazarus
10 |:|Kassel vs |1|Adams




