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The Links Bridge Club, home of Bridge in Gauteng, welcomed the 
start of The SABF National Bridge Congress on Sunday morning. The 
first two days have been completed, and I think everyone playing will 
agree that the organisation has been excellent. The venue is 
spacious, free tea, coƯee and snacks are welcome, results and 
fixtures are posted timeously and the social drinks after bridge on 
Sunday were enjoyed by all. Congratulations to the core organising 
committee, helpers and tournament directors who have put in an 
enormous eƯort to make this possible.    

The seven Swiss qualifying rounds were completed today, and the 
sheep have been separated from the goats. The results of the Swiss 
are shown below. The top eight teams (section A) will play a full round 
robin, and the two top teams will go on to play a final knockout match 
to crown the SA champions. The Congress (Section B) and Plate 
(section C) each have six teams who will play full round robins 
starting tomorrow (Tuesday).  

 

 

- Bernard Donde 
SABF 

 

 

 
 



 

Teams Swiss Qualifying Results 

 

 

 

 

 



Championships Section - Results 
 

After the Swiss Qualifying after lunch on Monday, the Championship section 
played the 1st of eight Round Robin matches, while the Congress (B) and Plate 
(C) sections got to go home early.  

3 teams came out firing with all cylinders on: Donde, Chemaly and Stabell. 
There are still 6 matches to go, and only the top two will qualify for the head-to-
head final. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Championships Section – Interesting Boards 
 

2 over 1 and Cue Bidding for Slam 

 

2 pairs got to the theoretically unmakeable 6 
contract that goes down on a club lead. The East 
hand is ideal for a treatment that is 
recommended when playing a 2 over 1 game 
force system. After East opens 1, and West 
responds 2, what should a jump to 3 mean? 
I think a good agreement to have is that it shows 
a suit that is solid or that has a maximum of 1 
loser opposite a void. It sets trumps and asks 
partner to cue bid.  West would bid 4 (cue) over 
3 and East would sign oƯ in 4 knowing that 
there are 2 club losers oƯ the top – QED.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3rd Hand Low 

 

This hand demonstrates the importance of trying 
to work out partner’s opening lead. 

Say N/S get to 3 after West opens 1 and North 
overcalls 2 which is raised to 3 by South. If 
partner leads a low heart (playing 1,3,5 leads) 
and declarer plays low, West must also play low. 
If partner has led a singleton heart, you will 
almost always still get your heart trick but if 
partner has led from a 3-card suit, it is imperative 
to duck the heart as declarer will have the 
singleton Ace. Inserting the Jack will allow 
declarer to get a discard on the Q or 10 of hearts.  

 

 

 

Looking for the Major Suit Fit 

Most experts would condone West’s decision 
not to go Stayman on the above hand, but it’s 
easy to see how it could be right to avoid getting 
to 3NT. Peter Fredin, an international expert, in 
his excellent and entertaining book entitled 
“Master of Bridge Psychology” has an interesting 
tip.  “Always use Stayman if you have a 4-card 
major when partner opens 1NT” He puts it rather 
strongly that failure to go Stayman with 4333 
shape is close to BRAIN DEAD! The only time it is 
wrong is when partner also has a 4333 
distribution otherwise there will always be a 
ruƯing value in the opening bidder’s hand 
delivering the extra trick.  I think this advice is a 
bit strong as it does not consider the amount of 
information you give away when you go Stayman 
but it’s worth considering especially if you have 
methods to determine whether partner is 4333 
as well.  Note that on the example hand, the 
weakness in clubs makes 4 a better contract 
that might make if you guess the heart position 
correctly or if the defence does not attack 
diamonds early on.  

 

 

 

 



Teams Round Robin – Fixtures 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


