
Minutes of the Meeting of the SABF Tournament Committee held on Monday 20th 
October 2025 at 17h30 

PRESENT:  

Bernard Donde, Jocelyn Ashberg, Diana Balkin , Roz Bernstein , Carol Grunder, Deidre 
Ingersent  

1. Trials 2026: The ABF has decided to have Zonal Trials in September 2026 (even 
years) for the World Bridge events in 2027. As a result, the dates for trials in 2026 
had to be changed to the following. 

9  -15 May 2026 – Open and Women 

17 – 23  May 2026 – Mixed and Seniors 

Format: Trials will be held online using the RealBridge Platform, monitored,  with pairs 
entries (BBO may be considered closer to the time). Scoring will be done using the 
cross-imping method. The exact format of the trials will depend on the entry received. 
Entries will be open to all pairs.  The Main World Bridge Federation World 
Championships will be held in Barbados in 2027. 

2. Poor performance of SA teams in 2025: Discussion took place around the 
reasons that South African Teams have done poorly on the International stage in 
recent years. 
It was generally felt that the teams did not have suƯicient practice prior the 
event.  Many players were not playing in regular partnerships.  

To address this problem the following have been suggested.  

a. An IMP pairs tournament will be held weekly on Monday evenings starting as 
soon as possible and will continue until the World Bridge event in 2027. All pairs 
who have an interest in playing trials will be welcome to attend. There will be a 
carryover of results from this tournament into the trials. The details of the how 
the carryover will be calculated will be published once the entries have been 
opened. The carryover will be calculated using the results that a fixed pair has 
over the duration of the run-up to trials. Those pairs who fail to play in at least 
33% of the Monday Night tournaments will have a carryover of 0. There will be no 
negative carryovers. Maximum carryover will be 10VP’s.  

b. The committee supported Carol Grunder’s idea to have a mixed teams event on 
Sunday nights to promote practice for these players. This event would be by 
invitation only.  

c. Once selected to represent SA, players will be asked to sign a commitment form 
that they agree to practice regularly and continue to play in the Imp pairs 
tournaments. In addition, in the 2 weeks prior to the Zonals or World Bridge 



events, players will be asked to make themselves available for practice daily so 
that players are well played in prior to the event.  

It is hoped that these initiatives will encourage partnerships to form and develop in 
advance of the trials. 

The members of this committee have been asked to study the current proposal and 
report on any changes recommended by  Sunday night 26th October 2025. 

The tournament committee will present the above at the next SABF board meeting on 27 
October for ratification.  

The meeting was closed at 19h00 


