
BulleƟn Number 2 Congress 2026 
AŌer 3 segments of the head-to-head final, the two teams in the final were 
almost neck and neck. In the final 16 boards, the Beauchamp team played 
extremely well and won the segment 55 to 2.  

 

 

The winners were David Beauchamp, Sophia Ashton, Julian Foster and Jenna 
Gibbons. Second were Alexjandro Biancheidi, Margie Cole, Ida Gronkvist, Andrea 
Manno and Antonia Palma. Well done to you all and a big thank you to all our 
internaƟonal guests who increased the presƟge and standard of our event 
immensely. We hope that you will return annually.  

 

The Winners 

Jenna Gibbons is an accountant who lives in Hamilton, New Zealand (about 1.5 
hours south of Auckland) and has played many Ɵmes internaƟonally with her 
mother in the NZ Women’s team.  They play a strong club system so she’s always 
claiming she “can’t play natural” when she plays with Julian - maybe this will 
convince her she actually plays it very well! 

Julian Foster grew up in the UK but moved to Sydney, Australia in 1998 for work 
(also accounƟng) and stayed!  He’s represented his State (New South Wales) a 
few Ɵmes but not Australia (yet!).  He and Jenna currently hop across the Tasman 
regularly - neither having yet commiƩed to actually move to the other’s country!  
 

Sophie Ashton lives in Goulburn (about 1.5 hours from Sydney).  She has been 
one of Australia’s most successful players in recent years winning a huge raŌ of 
major events.  She’s been in the Australian Mixed team and most recently also 
played in the Open team. She runs a health hub business with husband Sartaj 



Hans (also one of Australia’s top bridge players) with whom she has two 
daughters, Sasha (9) and Rosie (8).  

 
David Beauchamp is from Sydney and has been a stalwart of Australian 
representaƟve teams for many years now - playing in Open, Mixed and Seniors. 
 

The mixed pairs was played  on 16 April, and had an entry of 31 pairs. It was won 
aŌer 2 sessions by Natalie Hoff and Alon Apteker. Second were Alain and 
ChrisƟna Audiche.  

The no fear pairs had a record entry of 31 pairs and was won by Sally le Roux and 
Karen Clarke with a huge score of 67% and second were Nadine Pincus and 
Rayleen Osovsiowitz. Debbie Bagg and Dana Lieberman were third. The event 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all players, and we expect to see them entering the 
main event next year.  

  

  



In the head-to-head final the following board caused a big swing 

 

 

In one room, E/W got to 7D. This is a poor contract as it needs spades to be 3-3, 
3 rounds of clubs to go through with no ruff, no over-ruff in the heart suit and 
trumps breaking 3-2 as the 4th round of clubs must be ruffed with the Jack. All 
this came to pass and E/W made 2190  

In the other room the bidding went as follows 

South  West  North  East 

  1D   P  1H 

P  2C   P   2S 

P  2NT  P  3NT   

P  4NT  P  P 

P  

 

Making 11 tricks for +660  and a huge swing of 16 imps to the Calvet comp team 



 

 

 

A big swing went to the Beauchamp team when they found their 5-3 heart fit 
and played safely in 4H. In the other room, E/W got to 3NT aŌer North had 
preempted in spades. South led the 4S and aŌer North won the Ace and returned 
a spade, East had a nasty guess. There were 2 opƟons of either finessing the Jack 
or going up with the King and hoping to block the suit when South had led from 
QXX. Declarer got is wrong leading to 2 down and a big 13 imp swing to 
Beauchamp.  

 



 

 

The Calvert comp team bid a marginal 6S slam on the East/West cards. This 
contract requires the AD to be onside and a liƩle more if the spades do not break 
2-2. It is against the odds and summarily went 1 down on the layout above for 
an 11-imp swing to Beauchamp.  

 



 

 

Another subpar slam by the Calvet comp team was reached in 6C. This requires 
the club and diamond finesses to be onside. It went down with a swing of 13 
imps to Beauchamp.  

 



 

 

The Calvert comp team had more success with their slam bidding on this hand 

South  West   North  East 

  P  p  p 

1S  P  4S  P 

6S  All Pass 

 

A sensible gamble with the South cards led to a making slam in 6S that was 
missed at the other table. Even though dummy had only one working point, the 
slam was good and was beƩer when West started of the KH lead aŌer an 
unrevealing aucƟon.   

 



 

 

There was an interesƟng difference in evaluaƟon of the South hand in the 2 
aucƟons from the head-to-head final.  

 

South  West   North  East 

      1S 

2S*  P  3C**  P 

5D  all pass 

*Hearts + minor 

** Pass/correct 

Only a trump lead beats 5D on the above layout. When West led a spade, 
declarer was able to take the heart finesse and ruff a heart. This got overruffed 



by East who had no winning return. A trump return allows declarer to pick the 
trump suit and just lose 1 more heart trick and if East does not return a trump, 
a second heart can be ruffed. East can overruff but they take no further tricks.  

 

South  West   North  East 

      1S      

2S*  3S  P  P 

P 

In this room, South took a low road and allowed opponents to play in 3S which 
driŌed 2 off for +100 and a 7-imp swing to Beauchamp. The 3S bid on minimal 
values was a winner.  

 

  



A SaƟsfying Defense 
SubmiƩed by Julian Foster  

 

 

South  West  North  East 

      1C 

P  1D  P  1H 

P  1NT  All pass 

 

Opponents bid 1C-1D-1H-1NT (1H now showed at least 44 in clubs and hearts).  

Dummy’s 2nd suit is oŌen quite a good lead here, so I swung JH at trick 1. 
Declarer covered with the Queen and partner won with the King.  When partner 
didn’t return a heart it looked promising.   Since the J lead usually shows the 10 
it would surely have been natural for her to return a heart - unless she was 
looking at H10 herself!  

Instead, she exited D5 (a low card indicaƟng interest in the suit) to dummy’s Ace.   
Declarer played a spade to his Jack and my Ace.  I cashed the KD - mainly to get 
it out of the way as I didn’t want to get thrown in with it later to have to lead a 
black suit.  Then I put another heart through to partner’s H10.  She cashed DQ 



on which I pitched an encouraging club.   She now found the deadly switch to a 
club.  That knocked the AC out of dummy while the spades and hearts were both 
blocked (declarer had a winning 8H in his hand and A3H leŌ in dummy).  At that 
point the best he could do was unblock the spades and overtake his 8H to cash 
the 4th spade - but that leŌ partner to win H7 at the end for 1 off.  Quite a 
saƟsfying defense!  

Deep Finesse can make 1NT though. I think declarer needs to win HA and 
immediately play a low club to the 8 and 10.  Then later he runs CQ to pin the 
doubleton CJ - an “Intra-finesse”!   Assuming he can untangle things that should 
lead to 3 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond and 2 clubs. 

 

  



The Open Pairs 

 

AŌer 2 of 3 rounds of the qualifying sessions, the standings of the top 36 pairs 
were as follows. The top few posiƟons are all held by our internaƟonal guests. 
The top 18 pairs would play in the championship secƟon, next 18 in the congress 
secƟon and remaining 21 pairs in the plate secƟon. I believe an average score of 
52.5% will be sufficient to qualify in the top 18. There will be 1 further qualifying 
round of 26 boards. So, lots to play for.  



 



 

 

 

Everyone got to 3NT played by East on this hand from the second session of the 
pairs qualifying rounds. The play was the thing. 

At one table South led the 10S and North won with the Ace and switched to the 
QD. Declarer won and finessed the club and took 4C tricks, and cashed the AQ 
of hearts ending in dummy leaving the following with the lead in dummy. 

  



 

    S 875 

    H – 

    D J10 

    C -  

 

S QJ3       S 42 

H K       H- 

D 5       D K94 

C-       C - 

         

    S 9 

    H J97 

    D 7 

    C -  

   

When declarer cashed the KH, North was squeezed in spades and diamonds and 
declarer claimed 12 tricks 

Only 6 declarers of 25 managed this feat. Defenders can break up this squeeze 
by ducking 2 rounds of spades.  

 



 

 

Julian Foster and Jenna Gibbons had an excellent result on this hand when Julian, 
playing North, opened a weak NT. East bid 2D showing a single suited major and 
Jenna pre-empted with 5D. West was now stuck and would have liked to bid 5H 
natural but partner took it as a pass or correct bid. East now bid 5S and when 
this came round to Julian, he bid 6D. This was doubled for +500 to E/W. This was 
poor compensaƟon for a vulnerable game or slam that was available to E/W. 6D 
doubled was worth 80% of the matchpoints on the board.  Only 3 pairs bid a 
making slam.   



 

 

South  West  North  East 

1D  p  1S   2D1 

D2  3C3  P   4D4 

P  5C  all pass 

1.  Hearts and clubs 
2. Support double 
3. pass or correct 
4.  splinter 

AŌer a spade lead, declarer took the finesse and  played AH and ruffed a heart. 
He now needs to play a club to the 9 as otherwise he will lose 2 club tricks and 
diamond. Declarer went one down which was worth 40% of the matchpoints.  

The use of 2D to show a 2 suited hand is interesƟng. It is quite a popular method 
but why does one need so many ways to show the remaining 2 suits. There are 
opƟons to bid 2NT (unusual) and double to show the remaining 2 suits. I prefer 
to reserve the 2D bid to be natural as many pairs play that 1D opening can be 3 
cards when playing beƩer minor or when they are specifically 4432 shape.   


