
SABF Mixed Trials 2026      Bulletin # 1 
 

The Mixed Trials to qualify a team to represent South Africa in the upcoming Zonal 

championships in September began today. Eight pairs will play face to face at the Western 

Province Bridge Centre in Green Point, Cape Town. A double round robin with Cross-IMP 

scoring and WBF continuous VP conversion will be played. The top 3 pairs will qualify.  

The following pairs have entered 

1. Maureen Narunsky & Michael Alexander 

2. Rona Holmes & Stephen McBride 

3. Andre van Niekerk & Rose Duff 

4. Greg Hingle & Di Rosslee 

5. Imtiaz Kaprey & Lorraine Weers 

6. Carol Stanton & Kevin Smith 

7. Erica Zimet & Paul Reynolds 

8. Michelle Alexander & Glen Holman.  

 

At the close of play today after 3 matches the scoreboard looks like this: 

 

All the results and the contracts on every board can be found here: 

https://sabf.co.za/mixed-seniors-trials-2026/ 

https://sabf.co.za/mixed-seniors-trials-2026/


Match 1 
 

Carol Stanton and Kevin Smith came out firing and won their first match by 46 imps.  

 

Surprisingly, none of the pairs got to the good 

3NT game with 15 HCP’s opposite 11. The 

hands fit well and 9 tricks are easy and there is 

no suit that opponents can successfully attack. 

I guess that pre-emptive actions by East would 

make it difficult to get to 3NT. Carol and Kevin 

got the best result when a frisky action by East 

(I suspect that East was following the principle 

of 7-4 bid more) led to a heavy vulnerable 

versus not penalty of 1100.  

 

 

Carol and Kevin were beneficiaries of this deal 

when their opponents got to 6NT. It could easily 

have gone the other way. 6NT has less than 

50% chance of making as you need to make 5 

heart tricks and get the spade finesse right. The 

odds favour playing the ♠A and finessing for the 

queen through the North hand. This offers the 

best chance of bringing in 5 tricks and would 

have worked on the hand. I am not sure what 

induced declarer to finesse the other way but 

this is why 6NT went 1 down for a loss of 11 

IMPs. 

As a secondary matter, it is very rare that 2 

balanced hands with a combined point count of 

only 29 HCP’s will lead to a good slam. It will 

rarely be better than 50%. On this hand, even 

though E/W have a double fit in hearts and 

spades, the slam is still less than 50%.  



I am unable to construct a reasonable auction 

where E/W might misjudge to get to a hopeless 

6♥. The lack of entries to the dummy and the 

automatic diamond lead from North meant 2 

down for the 2 optimistic pairs who bid the 

slam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting to 3NT with 7 opposite 12 HCP’s and 

both hands fairly balanced was swiftly punished 

by N/S for +500 and a swing of 11.3 IMPs. This 

hand illustrates some of the luck element 

involved in Cross-IMPing events. Here all the 

remaining N/S pairs were punished with minus 

scores for an E/W aberration at one table. Over 

many boards, this type of bad luck should even 

out but clearly (for me), a Cross-IMPing pairs 

event needs far more pairs in order to diminish 

the effects of an outlying score.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6♣ is a little subpar. Declarer needs to hold 

club losers to only 1 and then either the heart 

finesse or the queen of spades coming down 

in 2 rounds will yield 12 tricks. The correct line 

is to play ♥AK hoping that the queen comes 

down and if not, take the spade finesse. This 

works well when the ♥Q comes down in 2. 

Erica Zimet and Paul Reynolds earned a slightly 

lucky 9 IMPs for bidding to 6♣.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The field did very well with 3 of 4 pairs getting 

to the very good 4♥ contract on the above 

hand. 13 opposite 8 HCP’s does not often 

produce a game when both hands are fairly 

balanced.  A reasonable auction might be: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beginner’s Corner 

 

At the risk of offending our mixed pairs trialists 

with the title above, I present the following 

hand. 

 

2 pairs went down in 3NT after receiving the 

most threatening lead of a diamond. The first 

obstacle to overcome is to cut communication 

between the defenders by ducking the first 2 

diamonds. Once ties have been broken, we just 

need to keep South (the danger hand) off lead. 

Taking the heart finesse through South should 

be routine as if it loses, you can still finesse the 

♣Q through South to come to 9 tricks. If South 

has the ♣A, the contract cannot be made. The 

only problem I can see on the hand is that it may 

not be clear which is the danger hand. One table 

got the standard lead of 4th highest diamond but at the other table, North was on lead and 

lead the 9 of diamonds (using Polish leading methods where one leads middle from 3 card 

suits). The 9 should have been readable as from a short suit, but South Africans are unfamiliar 

with this leading method.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Match 2 
 

2 pairs went overboard to the subpar 6♠ 

contract. It should be simple to stay out of 

slam if South is able to show a minimum hand 

with heart shortage. A reasonable auction 

might be: 

 

 

 

 

The North hand has wasted points in hearts 

and this makes bidding the slam unappealing. 

North would consider bidding the slam if 

partner showed a club shortage with 4 spades. 

On reflection, slam seems a long way away 

and I think North should just bid a direct 4S 

and give on finding a magical holding such as: 

This hand might have bid 3♠ after partner’s 

1♠ response.  

 

 

Imtiaz Kaprey and Lorraine Weers did well to 

get to the reasonable heart slam. The slam has 

excellent chances when hearts break 2-2 

requiring either the diamond finesse or clubs 

4-3 for 12 tricks. If the queen of hearts does 

not come down or hearts are 3-1 with the 

singleton queen, you will probably need the 

diamond finesse to be on and clubs 4-3. I 

reckon that combination makes the slam just 

over 50%.  

 

 

 



Never Give Up 

 

This hand from Match 2 was reported to me by Carol Stanton. 

Sitting West, you hear the 

following bidding: 

 

 

 

Partner leads the ♥Q and dummy comes down 

with the following: 

 

 

Plan your defence… 

 

 

Kevin Smith reasoned well on this hand:  

1. There was no point leaving partner on lead if she happened to only have 5 hearts for 

her 2♥ bid. 

2. Partner has some outside points but looking at the dummy if these points are in clubs 

there will be only 1 more trick for the defense. We therefore need partner to have a 

trump trick. 

3. Leading a club now will work but only if partner has the Ace of spades. Any other 

holding, declarer will play trumps from the top to minimize the risk of a club ruff. 

4. Let’s go back to the bidding. What does it mean when West bids 4♠ all on his own 

having already passed? Firstly, he probably only has 5 spades and secondly he must 

have an escape plan if 4♠ gets doubled. Therefore he must have diamond support. The 

fact that partner did not lead a diamond which she would have if she had a singleton, 

means that partner is void in diamonds. 

5. He followed this reasoning and returned a LOW diamond to show no further interest 

in hearts and that partner should return a club. 

All came to pass and on the diamond return, Carol ruffed. She always follows instructions (at 

least at the bridge table) and returned a club and when in with the ♠A, she returned another 

club which Kevin could ruff and give her another diamond ruff for a satisfying +300. 

 



The full hand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further points about the bidding 

a. Note that E/W have only 15 high card points between them but can easily make 10 

tricks in hearts setting up the 5th club as their 10th trick. 

b. N/S have 25 high card points but can only make 8 tricks. Note that North did very well 

bidding 4S preventing E/W from making 4H.  

c. Next time your partner ‘arrives’ at the 4 level in a new suit after having passed, you 

can be sure that they have support for your suit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Stanton & Kevin Smith 



Competing for the Part-Score 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol and Kevin got an excellent result when the bidding went: 

The 3♣ bid by North was clearly ill-advised as he could 

not be sure that opponents had a fit and bidding a poor 

5-card suit at the 3 level is fraught with danger. 3 small 

hearts in his hand and poor shape should have sent 

strong warnings not to compete for the part-score. Two 

down doubled, earned them 4.7 IMPs.  

 

 

 



Match 3 

 

Pushing for Game 

Your partner opens 2NT in third seat showing 20-21 points and a balanced hand. What 

would you do with the following hand: 

 

With 4 HCP’s you might have 25 points between the 2 hands and the presence of two 4 card 

majors makes it tempting to bid on. You might argue that 2NT might not be making with 4 of 

a major cold. The full hand was:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With all the critical cards offside and a poor break in hearts, the limit of the hand was 2♥. All 

the mixed players bid on with the above hand. However, perhaps this was wrong. Our 4 points 

are particularly poor in our short suit and this makes it unlikely that we can make game at all. 

A further consideration is that we are not vulnerable making bidding a close game less 

appealing. It would be prudent to pass 2NT. It is unlikely that the hand will play much better 

in the Major suit as if there is a ruffing value in 

clubs, this will not produce enough tricks for 

game. I think the only time bidding on will be 

successful is when partner has 5+ clubs and our 

values are working well.   

 



You get to 4♠ after your right-hand 

opponent opens a weak 2♥. Your left-hand 

opponent leads the ♥K and continues the 

suit. What is your plan from here?  Spades 

break 1-2 with your right-hand opponent 

having 2.  

You have 1 heart loser, 1 club loser and potentially 2 diamond losers. One plan might be to 

play your right-hand opponent for the ♣J and that will allow you to pitch one diamond loser. 

This does not work on the hand and so now you will have to play the diamond suit for 1 loser. 

Your best chance is to play the diamonds from dummy. Two possibilities arise: 

A. North has both the diamond honors and will be endplayed or  

B. South has doubleton honour in diamonds.  

As North holds both diamond honors and the 9 of diamonds you cannot go wrong if you try 

the clubs first and then run the ♦J.  

The full hand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Declarers made 10 tricks, with only 2 of 

those bidding the game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥ All articles written by Bernard Donde ♥ 


